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in humwnpies, without any of the conveniences
of the ecity, seeing only one or two trains
2 week, and perhaps an odd individual
passing by, to accept the same conditions
a5 those who live in fine houses in Perth,
with all the faelities available in a big
city. 1t is absolutely wrong. The Govern-
ment were not elecied on such a programme,
Despite the fact that Mr. Harris may have
reports of various speeches in his posses-
sion, I do not think there was one utterance
on the part of Government candidates that
suggested that if they were elected, they
would attack the standard of living in West-
ern Australia by reducing wages and con-
ditions. The only satisfaction I have out
of the position is that there were many
Labourites who would nog vote for the Lah-
our Party at the last elections. They voted
against Labour for reasons it would take
too long to explain. About 80 per cent. of
them voted for the Nationalist Party and
the only thing I am grateful for is that
these people, who did not eling to the
Labour Party, are now getting the stick
where they ought to get it for not having
voted with their own party.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate

atjoamed.

House adjourned at 6.14 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.
L]

QUESTIONS (3)—UNEMPLOYMENT.
Registrations and Engugements.

Mr, MILLINGTON asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, What is the number of
unemployed registered, and the number of
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engagements at the State Labour Burean—
(a) in the metropolitan area: (b) for the
rest of the State, for the months of Feb-
ruary, Mareh, Apri}, May, June, July, and
August of this year! 2, What is the num-
her of unemployed at present in Blackboy
camp ¥

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYR re-
plied: 1, Applieations for work, State
Labonr Burean—

Metropolitan. Qutside Metro-
1930. Area, politan Area.
February 2,725 .- 436
March ... 2,939 410
"April 3,975 408
May 5,896 1,555
June 6,680 1,460
Juy .. 8,653 1,139
August ... 6,589 .- Not available
Engagements—

February 362 . 81
March ... 516 116
April 320 124
May 368 606
June 375 318
July ... 422 .- 199
August ... 330 .. Not available

The engagements do not include tho=e en-
gaged through loecal governing bodies. 2,
970.

Hogmes, Purchase Payments.

Mr. COVERLEY (for JMr. Raphael)
asked the Premier: Is he prepared to re-
ceive a deputation of not more than five of
the unemployed, who wish to put the cases
of dozens of their comrades who are de-
faulting in purchase payments of their
homes, six having been given ejection
orders?

The PREMIER replied: Yes.

Railway Construction.

AMr. COVERLEY (for JMr. Raphael)
asked the Minister for Works: 1, When
and where were the men picked up who
are engaged in railway consiruction work?
2, For what length of time will they be
employed? 3, Does he employ these men
for ten davs each and pav their fares to
and from their work?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The latest general instruction is that 50
per cent. be picked up on the job and 50
per cent. from the metropolitan area. 2,
For the duraztion of the work, provided
satisfactory service be given. 3, No,
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QUESTION—SANITARY SITE, MT.
LAWLEY.

AMr. J. MaeCALLUM SMITH asked the
Minister for Health: 1, How much longer
will the vesidents of Mt. Lawley have to
put up with the sanitary site nunisance?
2, Will he urge the city council to expe-
dite the removal to the new site?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH re-
plied: 1, The transfer of operations to
the new site will be completed within two
months. 2, The council have already eon-
structed a road, 1% miles in length, to the
new site, and two-thirds of the initial work
at the site have been completed. The pro-
gress being made iz considered reasonable.

Elr'..'

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Seventh Day.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [4.34]): Be-
fore addressing myself fo the motion, I
wish to offer you, Sir, my most sineere and
hearty congratulations upon your elevation
to the important pesition you oecupy. 1
look upon it not only as a compliment and
recognition of wvour valued services, but alse
as a compliment to the district which you
have represented so long and ably in this
House. I wish also to offer my congratula-
tions to the Government upon their acces-
gion te oifice, and to say I am glad to know
that wise ecounsels have prevailed in the
uniting of the two parties which previously
sat in oppesition to the late (Government.
The composite Government, representative
of both parties, has been successfully formed
and T can only hope this augurs well for the
welfare and prosperity of the State, I
desire also to say how pleasing it is to know
that an extension of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor’s appointment has heen arranged, for
the present Governor, Sir William Campion,
has succeeded in endearing himself to the
people of the State. X also wish to place on
record my appreeiation, and the apprecia-
tion of many of my friends, of the able ser-
viees rendered to the State by the late Gov-
ernment. Putting party polities aside alto-
gether, I think the House and the country
can congratulate themselves upon the faet
that we have in the House quite a number
of ex-Ministers of long service, indeed vet-
erans in polifies, to help wus to run the affairs
of the State. I hope the work of the session
will he pleasant and that the Opposition,
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realising as they must do that the Govern-
ment are faced with a serious economic posi-
tion and with great diffienlties—the Leader
of the Opposition himself remarked the
other night that the Government had many
serious difticulties to face—will not allow
party differences to interfere with the work
of successfully carrying on the administra-
tion of the affairs of this country. The (iov-
ernor’s Speech, although disappointing, dis-
closes the necessity that exists for a close
serutiny of the State’s economie situation,
especially in point of trade and finance. It
reveals the need for economy in every Gov-
ernment department, This House will he
called wpon to face many difticulties, and 1
think it would be an act of grace on the part
of members on both sides of the House if in
asking the Government departments and the
employees of all Government services to ex-
ercise every economy in administration, they
themselves gave n lead in making sacrifices
to the end that the cost of Parliament might
be reduced. Considerable increase- have
taken place during recent years, and I think
it would be furnishing evidence of our sin-
cerity in the desire that the State employees
should make sacrifices in view of the alterar
conclitions of finanee if we ourselves were to
lead the way by making suhstantial redue-
tions in our own Parliamentary allowaneces.
I understand it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to make that question part of their
policy, and 1 think that what the country is
expecting is that Ministers and members
alike will be prepared to make some sacri-
lice themselves, Although Ministers may be
called upon to work harder and give eloser
attention than has heen previously given by
any Government to the administration of
affairs under the altered conditions, I feel
sure they will be loyal to the State and not
he afraid to make reasonable sacrifices them-
selves.  This, possibly, may not meet with
the approval of all members, for it may be
that in some instances a reduection in the
Parliamentary allowance would inflict hard-
ship upon individual members.  Still, we
should be earnest in this matter and not he
afraid to face vur responsibilities. “Sugges-
tions have been offered that a 10 per cent.
or even 15 per cent. reduction in our Par-
liamentary allowances shonld he made. Per-
sonally I would go further and say that we
in this House shonld agree to reduce our
allowances by £100 per annum, and ask an-
other place to respond. In my view, mem-
hers of another place should he prepared to
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make an even greater sacrilice and reduce
their allowances by £200 per annum. Never
in the history of the State or of the Com-
monwealth has the country been faced with
50 serious a financial position. There has
been u substantial shrinkage in the value of
onr primary products and our export trade.
During the past year, unfortunately, our
staple products of whest and wool suffered
a shrinkage of at least 30 per ceut. in the
value of wheat and 65 per cent. in the
value of wool. I do not wish unduly
to take up the time of the House, but
1 seize this early opportunity to ask
members to consider what effect the com-
parative fall in prices has had upon the
farming industry. Perhaps I cannot cite a
better case thau my own. 1 am proud of
the fact that my son and I hold a farm that
has been under development for the past 23
years. I will not say it is the best farm in
the district, but eertainly it is looked upon
as being well up to the average of the suc-
cessful farms down there. In 1928 the net
proceeds from our wool was £1,302. We pro-
duced in that year 47 bales giving a weighi
of 15386 lbs.,, and the average price per
bule was £27 lds. 1d.

Hon. P. Collier: How uch per ib, is
ihat?

Mr. PIESSE: It works out at 1s. 8d.
In 1929 the average price per bale was £22
Gs. 1d., for 35 bales, a total of £780 1ds. vd.
which worked out at 1s. 5d. per 1b. In 1930
the net proceeds from the sale of 46 bales of
wool was £472 3s, 1. The average price
per bale was £10 3s. 4d., which worked out
at 8d. per Ib. 1 have given these figures o
show that the average price of wool per
hale fell in two years from £27 14s. 1d. to
£10 55, 4d. This was a class of wool that
has ahvays been regarded as most profitable.
The figures will give the House an idea
of what the farming commmnity is <uffer-
inz. | refer particularly to those who are
growing wool and wheat and thase who #re
growing wool alone. This shows what an
unfortunate position they are in this year
owing to the sudden drop in prices. Thia
drep has brought about a good deal of
the serious drift in finances. It is said that
Australia is saffering a shrinkage in tho
value of wool of =omewherve in the neich-
bourhood of £30,000,000. Tn Dalgety’s last
monthly report a full reecord appears of the
eomparisons between  different years. Tf
members will refer to it, they will be ahle
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to verily the figures 1 have already given
to the liouse. This State is depending al-
wmost entirely upon primary produetion. Iy,
theretore, helioves the House to sink party
differences and nieet the situation fairly and
squarelv.  What would any finanecial inati-
tution do in similar cirewmstances? In this
time of finaneial erisis evervone is =uffep-
ing. Not only are the workers affected, but
unfortunately many people who have been
regarded as wealthy and most suceessful ave
also sutfering from the full in the price of
primary products. This is common, of
course, to the whole of Australin, Our
future welfare is so interwoven with the
Commonwealth that we are justified in
closely investignting our past relationship
with the Federal authorities. We want tu
see how far we ourselves are responsible
for the present unsatistactory state of
affairs, and how far Federal action bas in-
terfered with our finance and our state of
prosperity. Our national wenlth is bound
up in the sueceess of our primary produets.
Only so long as we can make them pay can
the eountry prosper. It behoves the House,
and the Geovernment in particular, te pay
the closest attention to the fostering of
these ndustiies, 1 am glad te say the Gov-
ernment have indicated that they are Lully
seized of their responsibilities. 1 wish to
pey a tribute to the previous Government.
There are many people in this State, and in
the district 1 bave the honour fo represent,
who are grateful to them for their past
efforts to develop agriculture and our prim-
ary indumstries. In our part of the State
we are disappointed that various previous
Governments and Parlinment have nat paid
that attention to the lower end of the Great
Southern that its importance demands.
Had wiser counsels prevailed, and pre-
vious Governments been more practical in
some of their developmental schemes, par-
tienlarly with regard to group settlement,
we should not be feeling the general do-
pression in trade and consequent unemploy-
nrent tn the same extent, It is no use blam-
ing 1 ast Qovernments. It has often becn
stid that the Government which does not
make a mistake does nothing. We have.
however, the rizht to eritivise and commient
on unnecessary waste. The waste and losses
that occurred in the group settlemcnt
schieme eould largely have been avoided hud
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it not been for our system of party Uov-
¢rnment. L am vot blaming one Adminis-
tration more than another, but 1 wouder
how any Government could have lost such
a large sum of money on this undertaking.
It was enough to gamble a few thousand
pounds upon it without gambling in mil-
lions, When we come to think of our pre-
sent diffieulties, and of how hard it is to
obtain the necessary capital to carry oul
even the most pressing work, it makes oue
wonder how it was that so much money was
se unwisely spent on the group settlements.
1t is the duty of every Uovernment to
see that greater care is exercised in this re-
spect, and that loan moneys ave more wisely
spent, Of necessity we mmust carry owt
some public works, and as soon as the
money market rights itself we may be justi-
fied in taking some risk in the expenditure
of our loan moneys, but surely we should
profit by past experience, and in the hand-
ling of our loeal expenditure see that ouly
necessary and protitable reproductive works
are carried on. Something may be said with
regard to an carly consideration of our
.Btate trading concerns. On the face of if
they present a very unsatisfaetory pesition.
Some of these coneerns are carried on to
help other industries. I tzke it the House
is prepared, and the taxpayers are pre-
pared, to take a risk in some respeets, I do
not want to be eritical, but it is unreason-
able to think that we shounld go on losing
hundreds of thousands of pounds on soine
of our State trading concerns. As business
propositions, at a time of depression like
this they are the first to feel the effects.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would you clase
down the Wyndham Meat Works?

My, PIESSE: There is something radi-
cally wrong with them that they should show
a loss of £182,000,

Hon. P. Collier: All of that represented
nterest,

Mr. Coverley: There is mnothing wrong
with the meat works; it is the Government's
svstem of bookkeeping that is wrong,

Hon. P. Collier; That represented iu-
terest on the plant, and was not a loss on
working.

The Minister for Railways: There was no
loss on the operations.

Mr. PIESSE: Perhaps the Government
are paying too much for the dattle.
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Houn, P. Collier: 1f you close them down
you will have the interest charges to meet
all the same.

Mr. PIESSE: The time has arvived when
all Government concerns should stand on
their own bottoms.

Mr. Angelo: Ships float on their own bnt-
toms.

Ay, Coverley: sAnd others stand on them.

Mr. PIESSE: No trading bank woukl
enrry on any of those concerns on iheir
present balance sheets,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You shenld investi-
gate the balance sheets hefore you say that.

Mr. PIESSE: That is my view accord-
ing to the published reporis.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: You cannot accept
them. We have already seen how oue paper
has apologised for ils mistakes.

Mr. PIESSE: I am ready to he con-
vinced. One of the fanlts about these State
trading coneerns is that no provision seems
to have been made, as is done with most
suecessful undertakings, to establish a re-
serve.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: That goes into the
Treasury.

Mr. PIESSE: 1t should not go into Con-
solidated Revenue. These husinesses should
stand on their own. T hepe I am not mis-
representing the position. I have not gone
Tully into all the aceounts.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: The hon. member
should investigate them closely,

Mr. PIESSE: When I have done so, T
hope my deductions will be found to be
wrong. I kuow the position as it is based
on the Press reports. .

Hon W, 1. Johnson: Yon know the Press
is unreliable. The Press has misrepresented
you time and again.

Mr. PIESSE: T hardly think the Press
would purposely misvepresent the position.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: No, but it makes
mistakes, like other people. .

Mr. PIESSE: I can only hope a mistake
has been made, and that upon investigation
it will not be shown that the losses which
have been reported have actually oecurred.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You have read the
apology the Chief Secretary got.

Mr. PIESSE: Yes. I was surprised that
a more careful report had not been maile
in the first place. We should see that these
industries are eonducted wpon an independ-
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enl and husiness basis, free from political
conirol and party considerations.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: And free from
newspaper propaganda.

Mr. PIESSE: If they can be made pro-
titable, 1 would be quite ready to give the
tovermment which bronght them into exist-
enee full eredit for them. At present, how-
eves, they do not seem to be in a very satis-
faetory position, as that term is applied to
piivate business concerns. The farmers have
been asked not only by our State Govern-
went, but by the Federal Government, to
rrow more wheat with a view to lifting Aus-
traliz ont of its unsatisfactory position. The
unfortunate difficulty, however, is one of fin-
anee. Unless the primary producer ecan con-
tirme to avail himself of the financial accom-
modation he received in previous vears, it
i+ not to be expected that he will be able
to respond to the call made upon him. He
cannot do so without the necessary capital.
And that is Australia’s great difficulty to-
day: we know there is a shortage or tight-
ness of cash everywhere. The Governer's
Speech indicates that the best experience
the House can produce should be brought
to hear so as to carry the country through
the trying period it is facing. To foreecast
what the wheat mavket will be is extremely
difficult. We hope that it will be favourable.
The farmer has fo be a man of hope. The
wheat market has been dropping for the
past few months, and we wonder where the
fall will stop. There would be hope if thg
primary producer were given an opportun-
ity to do what is asked of him; that is, if
the necessary capital were forthcoming.
Naturally we are anxious to know what the
Premier’s Budget will disclose. I hope that
ane of the first things to be stated by the
Premier will be that no more taxation shall
be imposed on the primary producer, who
is already overburdened with Federal taxa-
tion. -

Mr. Angelo: Two people eannot wilk the
sume eow, and two have been on the stool
for a lony tune.

Mr. Raphael: You do not seem to think
ol that, though, where the worker is con-
cerned.

Mr. PIESSE: Until some practical move
is made tu reduce the cost of production,
how can the Federal Parliament expect the
favmer of Western Australia to grow more
witeat and make a suceess of his enterprise?
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The burden of the Federal tariif is felt
throughout this State. During the past 13
or 20 vears our agrienltural machinery has
more than doubled in cost. Is the present
generation of primary producers to be
strangled by a high protective tariff in order
that secondary iundustries rmay be built up
in Aopstralin!  Morvenver, most of the sec-
ondary industries which we are called upon
to protect by the high tayiff are loecated i
the Easterm States. Day by day we have
evidence of the enormous volume of Western
Australia’s imports from those States. The
only satisfactory feature of the sitnation is
that we buy those things from owr own Aus-
tralian people. Nevertheless, we pay a heavy
penalty in many directions. Not only is
there the adverse trade Dbalance, but there
is the continnally expanding octopuns of the
Federal tariff. We arve proud of the Aus-
tralian harvester, but how ean we be proud
of supporting industries which are based on
higher wages and higher salaries than our
primary producers are able to earn?

Mr, Raphael: Is the object of the tarift
only to protect industries, or is it also to
prevent money from going out of Awsira-
lia?

Mr. PIESSE: While in favour of a rea-
sonable degree of protection, I object to
protection which raises farming machinery
to more than double its price of 15 or 20
years ago. How can Western Australia
evolve from itz present position while the
producing costs of our primary industries
are ingreased almost daily? Take ordinary
ploughshares. A few years ago they cost
28s. per dozen. To-day a dozen of them
caunot be bought under about 50s.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Would yon suggest
that that is due to the tariff only?

Mr. PIESSE: Australia has made a mis-
take in trving to build up highly protected
secondary industries hefore building up its
primary industries. That is why Australia
is lagging behind. What bas it cost Western
Australia to build up industries! Daring
the last eight or nine yenrs our public debt
has inereased by 30 millions sterling, whilst
in the same perioed our population has in-
ercased by 80.000. Thus the cost of the m-
creare of population is ahout £400 per
capita. We should put our primary pro-
duteers in a position to operate here succexs-
fully and to develop the unused lands within
the safe rainfall, lands capable of carrying
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hundreds of thousands of people. That can-
not be done while all the things the farmer
bas to buy remain at suel high prices. We
are still importing buge quantities of dairy
and farm produets.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: To-day we are pro-
ducing more hutter than we ean consume.

Mr. PIESSE: I congratulate the State
upon thay fact.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We are now cold-
storing butter, and owr merchants are im-
porting Eastern States buiter.

Mr. PIESSE: Our production of butter
conld be greatly increased if costs were re-
duced, The hutter bounty is one of the very
few Federal bounties in which Woestern
Australin con participate. Besides butter,
there are egys, cheese, honey, eream, and
condensed milk imported by this State from
the East.

Mr. Angelo: Fish too.

My. PIESSE: We are importing enormous
quaniities of dairy and farm products from
the Eastern States. One of the first duties
upon which our Government should econ-
centrate is to give our primary producers
every encouragement and assistance towards
supplying the farm and dairy produets now
imported from the East, so that the money
they represeni may he civculated here in-
stead of going out of the State. Our ad-
verse trade balance with the Eastern States
amounts to mine or ten millions sterling
annually. While fhat condition of things
obtains, it is only reasonable o expect that
money here will he dearer and less easily
obtainable for developing our industries.
Should it not be one of the chief aims of
both sides of the House to overcome the
financial difficulty by producing more in our
vwn State and not sending away so much
money to the East? I do not wish to say
much regarding Western Anunstralia’s rela-
tionship to the Federation. I have already
pointed out how liitle the Federal anthorities
have been able to assist us in the directions
where we mainly require help, namely, those
directions in which we could reduee the cost
of production so as to promote the devel-
opment of our natural resources. Undouht-
edly Western Australia suffers from many
disabilities under Federation. I shall not
be one to go out and ery for secession as
the only cure for our ills. In my opinion
ii is the paramount duty of both sides of
this Chamber to work unanimously and

wholeheartedly for the alleviation of the
Federal difficutties under which Western
Australia labours. I said on the hustings,
and I cay here to-day, with all confidence,
that it is the fivst duty of this Parlinment
to view those disabilities from a non-party
standpoint. What would be move agreeable
than to see the Leader of the Qpposition
and the Premier at one on this great sub-
ject? It is a vital question affecting our
uational existence. If we continue to be
treated as at present. | am afraid that in-
stead of 30 members here we will have 30
or perhaps 25. Parliament will be reduced
to the status of a were shire council. Al-
ready people ave up in arms regarding the
cost of Parliament.

My, Marshall: There are 30 wembers in
the Legislative Couneil,

Mr, PIESSE: The number there will pro-
bably have to be reduced, too.

Mr. Marshall: We could reduce the lot
of them.

Mr, PIESSE: The only logical conse-
quence of wmification will be that State
Parliaments will be done away with. The
taxpayers will not be able to submit to the
cost of State Parliaments in addition to the
Federal Parliament. It is the sacred duty
of this Parliament. to protect the sovereign
rights of the State. Looking back over the
years, I cannot recollect anv instance of
nnited action being taken by all parties in
Parliament for the protection of aur sov-
ereign rights. A Royal Commission was
appointed by the Federal Government a few
vears ago, and as a resuit Western Auvstralia
was granted certain concessions. Something
like £330,000 was made available annually
to this State. T would ask the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition if they think
that sum compensates for all the disabilities
we suffer under Federation. In my upinion,
hearing in mind that neariy half our im-
portations are from the Eastern States,
where our trade supports a large section
of the people, Western Australia would he .
entitled to uwpwards of £1,000,000 a year,
and even that would not he quite adequate.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You think secession
would alter that position.

Mr. PIESSE: I am not advocating seces-
sion. I prefer that we should first ex-
haust all constitutional methods of putting
our house in order by securing fair and
proper treatment from the Federal authori-
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ties. Under the Federal Constitution the
Senate was ntended to be toe Howse that
would protect lne rights oL the bdtates. lhe
Senate has faded n that respect, aud the
menivers of that House, nad they done their
duty, would never have allowed powers fo
be taken away from us as they did in years
gone by. We know that there are many
instances of overlapping of State and Com-
inonwealth services. Surely the Electoral
Depariment affords one instance in respeet
of which the State and Federal Govern-
ments could reach an agreement and one
department only be left to control that worik.

Mr. Withers: We tried that here on two
cceasions, but our proposals were rejected.

Mr. PIESSE: The oflicers of both Elec-
toral Departments are always courteous and
carry out their duties well. Incidentally, 1
wish to say a word or two in praise of the
State Electoral Department in eonnection
with the rolls made available for the last
general clection. The electoral officers de-
serve every ecredit for the preparation of
those rolls at sueh short notice. I think
ithey should receive more consideration re-
garding the time afforded them within which
to prepare the rolls. I know that on the
last occasion, owing to the limited time, the
names of many electors were struck off, and
the time for the serviee of notice of the
action taken was altogether too short. No
doubt the Government have this matter in
hand, but there are various services that
now overlap, which eould be earried out by
one department. In meny small country
towns there are officers in charge of the rail-
way station and of the post office respee-
{ively. Why could not some arrangement
e made whereby one officer could carry out
the work involved in the twe positions, and
thus economise in every possible direction?
Surely an agreement of that description
could he arrived at between the Common-
wealth and Siate departments and so eut
out unnecessary expenditnre. The posi-
tion regarding the savings banks is well
known, Why cannot we make some arrange-
ment with the Commonwealth Government
and do away with the dual cost of adminis-
tration there? I believe that in Queens-
land an understanding was arrived at along
those lines, and in all seriousness I suegest
that it may not he too late to seeure an
amalgamation or an arrangement regarding
the two savings hanks in this State. There
are many matters I should like to tonch
upon at this juncture, and heing a new
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member, 1 understand one so placed is
granted a little latiude. There is nothing
wmore mmportant that should be dealt with
by Parliament at the earliest opportunity
than the Workers' Compensation Act. In
view of its unfair incidence, 1 cannot un-
derstand why there bhas already been so
much delay in providing necessary amend-
ments so that some of the inequitable pro-
visions might be abolished.

Mr. Raphael: What else do vou intend
to take from the workers?

Mr. PIESSE: The unfair incidence of
the Workers’ Compensation Aet is weil
known.

Mr. Raphael: Another election promise to
be broken!

Mr. PIESSE: I have some information
that I wish to read to the House and if
the present Government are not in posses-
sion of these facts, it is desirable that they
should be. 1 know of no Act that is more
unfair, or presses more grievously upon in-
dustry, than the Workers’ Compensation
Act.

Mr. Marshall: You look at the overdrafts
they are working on, and see how that
presses on them. You have not said any-
thing about profits or interest vet.

Mr. PIESSE: I have not concluded my
remarks yet.

Mr. Marshall: Deal with landlordism, and
what it means in the metropolis.

Mr. PIESSE: T am not one of those
favoured individuals who make a living as
the result of interest paid fo them. I have
paid away a lof in interest, and am doinz
80 Now.

Mr. Marshall: And you blame
Workers’ Compensation Act for that.

Mr. PIESSE: I cannot see anyvthing fair
in it.

Mr. Marshall:
that will not see.

Mr. PIESSE: I quite agree with the
member for Murchison (Mr, Marshall) that
it is neeessary to protect the worker in ease
of accident or of incapacity as the resnlt
of an aceident.

Mr Angelo: You should also curtail the
charges levied by dectors.

Mr. Marshall: And ecurtail the charges
made by the Primary Producers’ Bank—
when yvoun get an opportunity.

Mr. Angelo: You have never had enough
money to put into the bhank,

the

None so blind as those
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Mr, PIESSE: I do not wish to refleet
upon our doctors, who are engaged in an
honourable and worthy profession.

Mr. Angelo: You know that exceptions
prove the rule.

Mr, PIESSE: The doetors I come in con-
tact with are honourable men, and I would
not reflect upon their honesty and integrity.
But when we have an Act of this deseription
that lends itself to all sorts of impositions,
whose incidence has been almost the caunse
ol ruining people on aceount of eireum-
stances over which they have had no con-
trol, that almost invites improper practices.
1 cannot understand why past Governments
have not amended the Aet. I will read one
or two extracts embodving information I
have obtained regarding the operations of
the Aet. The first one states—

The 1924 amendment of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act imposed a tremendous addi-
tional burden on industry., DBesides making
workers® compensation insuranee computsory,
it extended the benefits to the worker and in-
troduced a new second schedule with fixed
amounts for disability cansed by the loss of
fingers, toes, limbs, c¢yes, etc., in many eases

out of all proportion to the manner in which
the earning power of the worker was offected.

My, MeCallem:  Whieh insurance com-
pany typed that out for you?

My. PIESSE: I can vouch for it that
the information eame from a reliable
source.

Mr. MeCallum: Are
any insurance company?

Mr. PIESSFE: The hon. member’s inter-
jections will not deter me from bringing be-
fore the House the standing disgrace of this
Act, which stands also to the disgrace of
the Minister who administered it in the last
Government.

The Attorney General: Why does not the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCol-
lum) leave the hon. member alone? Tt is
his first go!

Mr. MceCallum: Why, he has been in
polities longer than I have!

The Attorney General: But he has not
heen a memher of the Hounse for many
vears,

AMr. Marshall: But he was a member
when things were mueh warmer than they
are now,

AMr. PIESSE: When T approach this
subjeet it makes me feel warm. 1 have
kunowledge of facts that more than ever
convince me of the unfairness of the

you interested in
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Workers’ Compensation Aet.,  Within the
lust few iwonths there was a serious case
of injustice and there are others, too,
quite apart from those relating to acei-
dents in which the patients, who could
probably be dealt with in a few hours are
kept on under treatment for much longer
periods. [ have in mind the case of a
fariner in the Cranbrook distriet. T shall
not mention any names, but two farmers
were concerned in the matter. 1 do not
wish to bring individual cases before the
House, but 1 cannot give a better illustra-
tion of the unfairness of the Act than is
disclosed by the particulars of this case.
There were two farmers whom I will call
A and B. A had a erop of 40 acres of
wheat on his property, which adjoined
B’s property, and B undertook to strip
the crop. B wanted some seed wheat and
a satisfactory understanding had been ar-
rived at to divide the wheat on the usual
terms. B did not live on his property but
sent over his man and harvester to do the
stripping. A carried on his farm with the
aid of his wife and son, employing no
bands, and therefore haviog no insurance
policy. During the process of stripping,
the man in trying to extract some obstrue-
tion from the machine had twe of his fin-
gers pulled out. Evervone felt sorry for
the injured man; it was a most unfortu-
nate accident, and it is reasonable that he
should be protected by insurance. He was
protected while he was working on B’s
farm, the man by whom he was employed,
but the insurance company disclaimed lia-
bility. B al!so elaimed that the man, while
operating the machine, was in the employ
of A. The vietim of the accident claimed
against A and was successful in getting
£300 or £400 damages and costs, amount-
ing to £900 in all. A writ of i fa has been
served on A. He is a frugal man and was
able to raise some £400 and settle the e¢laim
on the basis of deferred payment. He
paid £400 cash and the balance is to be
paid at the rate of £100 a year.

Mr. McCallum: The whole trouble is
that the man was not covered by insur-
ance.

Mr. PIESSE: The man was on the
place for only three days. Surely it would
not be unreasonable to expect the em-
ployee to protect himself as well.

Mr. McCallum: Surely you do not ex-
pect him to lose two fingers for nothing
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Mr. PIESSE: While he was working on
B’s farm, he was protected.

Mr. MecCallum: It does not matter for
whom he was working.

Mr. PIESSE: The Act should be
amended.

My, MeCallum: Why?

Mr. PIESSE: WBecause insurance is

made compulsory on the part of the em-
ployer. A was not emploving labour and
why should not the onns rest ou the man’s
emplover? There should he some pro-
vision in the .Aet requiring notification to
the man for whom rhe employee was actu-
ally working.

Mzr. Marshall: The employers have as
much right to knew the liability as have
the eniployees.

Mr. PIESSE: The hon. member does
not care——

M. Muarshall: You have a very had
eanse there.

Mr. PIESSE: The hon. member does
not eare if the farmer is ruined.

Mr. Marshall: T do care about the maa.

My, MeCallum: We do not want any

man to he ruined, but « man who is maimed
should not he denied tompensation.

Mr. PIESSE: 1 wish to illustrate fur-
ther the unfairness of the Workers’ Com-
penzation Act. The amended Act in-
troduced a new impost whereby the em-
ployer was made liable for hospital and
medical expenses up to £100 for the treat-
ment of the injured worker. This new
£100 clanse may be termed the doetor’s
benefit e¢lause, as the doetor is the sole
arbiter whether the whole or any portion
of the £100 is to be extracted from lhe
employer or his insuranee company. Mem-
hers wili agree that this tax on industry
must be lifted. In many ecases the doetor
mets more out of an aceident than does the
injured worker, and it seems impossible to
Muace 0 cheek upon the doctor's charges.
The chief trouble seems to be the Second
Schedule, which in my opinion should be
amended. A man who depends for his
livelihood npon unsing his fingers, such as
a mwusician, a typist, or a person engaged
in handling delicate instruments would only
receive as mueh for the loss of a finger or
thumh as a labourer whose earning power was
not affected hy the loss of a similar member.
Similar anouslies  exist  thronghout the
schedule,  Surely this House will not permit
such an unfair Aet to remain on the ~tatute-
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book., Some protection must be given to
employers. I would he the last in the world
to say that any man who is injured should
not he protevted, but we should not allow
these improper things to happen under the
schedule. The schedule really lends it-elf to
fraud. If we employ labour on our farms
for a fortnight we must pratect our-elves,
and these cases of imposition have led ‘o the
agrienitural rate being inecreased. The in-
sirance companies say they are not looking
for the business. and that on it they incur
a loss even at the present rates. The ecost
of this insurance must be borne by the em-
ployer. In 1920 he could, if he so desired,
insure his liability under the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, if he was a farmer, at 22s,
6d. and 27s. 6d. per cent., if a butcher 27s.
6d. and 32s. 6d. per eent., and if a huilder
40s. and 70s. per cent. Because of the 1923
amendment, it now costs a farmer 65s. per
cent., a hutcher 90s. and a bauilder 70s. and
300s. per cent. In addition inswarce is
now compulsory. If a man, unemployed,
comes looking for work and one is will-
ing to give him a month’s work, one muss
insure him at the rate of at least £150 a year
and pay 855 per cent. That is an imposi-
tion. To give a comparison, the preminm
eharged in Vietoria is 16s. 6d. and in South
Australia 255, whereas here, as I have -tated,
it is 65s. per cent. If there isx anything I
ean do in the way of helping to amend the
Act to make it more equitable, I shall he
anly too pleased to do it. Yesterday 1 asked
the Attorney General whether it was in-
tended to introduee this session a Bill te
amend the Aet, more especially in regard
to the linhilities and crashing burden- npon
industry, and he replied that the matrer was
under consideration. It will he nevessary
to delete the Second Schedule, and -et up
some authority or gualified board tu deal
with any case of injury and determine the
extent of the disahility. Let me show what
a burden this legislation is on the agrieul-
tural industry. For five years prior to the
introduction of the 1924 Act, famers paid
£34,000 as a cost wnder the Act then in
force to meet their liability, wherea: under
the new Aet the cost for three years has
heen £141,000), There ix a referenve to
workers’ ompensation in the report of the
Commissioner of Railways published in yes-
terdav's < West Australian.” T understand
that the department have their own msur-
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anee tund. The Commizsioner states that
contributions from the working expenses
and weneral loan fund for workers compen-
saticn totalled £188,349 for the past two
vear:, while the payments from the fand
amounted to €182275. 1If the railway
claim= have heen decided by the same pro-
cess and on the same basis as those of other
emplovees, | should say it is necessary for
the overnment to investizate the railway
fund closely and bring about an early amend-
ment of the Act. One member made refer-
ence to the high rates of interest prevailing
throughont the Conmmonwealth militating
acainst the development of primary industry
and retarding the progress of all industry.
It i¢ indisputable that if interest is high,
there is less inclination to horrow money.
Seei~o that so many of our agriculturists
have to vesort to national assistanee, it is
important that we should know more ahout
thi= importunt question. I congratulate the
member for South Fremantle on his excel-
lent address, and the able manner in which
he applied himself to the question of our
loan indebtedness and inore particulariy our
war debts. I have lived in this country ail
my life and have found it neecessary to watch
the interest rate elosely in the ecowrse of my
business, and it is only natural that mem-
hers should view with some alarm the in-
creased rates we have to pay, not only for
agricultural development but for every hus-
inese undertaking. 1 cannot see for the
moment how we ave going to get chéaper
monev. I have been told by financial people,
who know more about the matter than 1 do,
that the only solution of our difficulties is
increased produetion of wealth. e must
ask the people to work harder. I am not
going to say that we are a eountry of shirk-
ers, vut there is a fendeney, a great tendency
indeed, to bnild up artificial conditions in-
dustrially, which cannot he sustained. XNo
one would he more sorry than I to see a
redustion brought about in wages. With
the present high cost of living T am quite
certain that the average worker has not very
much left to spend on commodities other
than those required for domestic purposes.
1 regret to say that, consequent upon de-
ereared production, and beeause of the stop-
page of loan expenditure, the State will see
even worse times. In expressing this view,
I hope T shall not he considered a pessimist,
hut I really fear that we have not touched
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bedrock. We shall have less than twe mil-
lions of loan money to spend this year, and
we are not sure even of that. We shall also
have a illion less to spemd on main voads
than was spent last vear, and there is also
less aetivity in development of agriculture
generally, because that development does
not now offer the same inducements as other
avocations. Who is going inte the country
to open up our undeveloped areas and put
up with all the inconveniences associated with
suel work, perhaps in country where there
arc no water supplies, for the purpose of
carving out & home? I cannot see anvhody
doing that wunder existing conditions. It
hehoves this Parliament to apply itself dili-
genily and earnestly to fostering and en-
couraging settlement in the country and
making it more attractive, We should give
the farmer some assurance that as soon as
he huilds up an asset, he is not going to he
taxed until he has nothing left. A tax on
unimproved land, that is, land not being

put to its hest use, is all right and
something might be said in favour of
it, Bnt a general land tax is  am

old-fashioned idea of Henry George. Why
should we impose a tax on land that is being
properly used, and about which there is a
doubt as to whether, while being properly
used, it is proving profitable? At the pre-
sent time there are many sheep owners on
the bread line. T have alveady pointed out
that wool has dropped from £27 a bale to
£10 a bale, How can sheep owners pay
land tax in sueh cireumstances! If Parlia-
ment thinks it is geing to Iift the Stare out
of its present financial difliculty by renew-
ing the land tax, it will realise its mistake.
Many of our landhoiders will not he able to
pay it. Therefore, I hope that hon. mem-
hers will et it out of their heads that land
is the first source of taxation. TWhere is the
encouragement to put one’s monev inte land
and develop i, when it is possible to invest
in Commonwealth bonds and get 6 per cent.,
together with exemption from Federal taxa-
tion? -That iz one of the positions the Gov-
ernment will have to face, and I hope there
will be a measure of relief—if it is at all
possible for the Government to introduce it
—in the direction of reducing the tax on
land. We know that the unimproved values
increased considerably last year as the re-
sult of the high price wool realised a couple
of years ago. Now one of the first dufies of
this House is to bring down taxation to a
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reasonable limit, I desire to yemind the
House of some old promises made by previ-
ons Governments in regard to railway con-
struction, I shall be brief because there will
be another opportunity of referring to the
matter.  There has been a long delay in
carrying out the econstruction of the Boyup
Brook-Cranbreok railway. TIf this line had
been built six years ago, when it was au-
thorised by Parliament, many of the settlers
in the Cranbrook area would not be in the
difficult position in which they find them-
selves to-day. I agree that this is a bad time
to ask the Government to build railways,
but I do snggest that the position should be
thoroughly grasped, and that to make the
areas that have already been taken up more
productive, the advisableness of construecting
this line shouid be earnestly considered as
soon as money for this kind of work becomes
available, Another line that is hadly re-
quireq is the Needilup extension, about which
the memhber for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson} knows a good deal. When
that hon. member was Minister for Works
in 1914 T accompanied him on an expedition
to that distriet. The settlers there have been
loug-suffering and some have almost gone to
the wall because of the absence of railway
communication. T hope that this matter also
will not be overlooked and that. when funds
are availalle, the work of huilding the line
will be carried ont. Tf the hon. member
made a trip to that distriet to-dav he would
be surprised to note what had been accom-
plished by the settlers. Thev have remained
there and ecarted their produce over long dis-
tances. IIad thev been given the same faei-
lities that have been accorded to other parts
of the State, T am eertain that it would have
made a grent differcnce to the financial posi-
fion of Western Australia. Theirs is a very
zood claim for early consideration, that is,
immediately funds are available. They are
intensely disappointed with past Govern-
ments for having neglected their interests.
For nearly 20 years they have been asking
for this ratlway, and what I cannot under-
stand is that the vision of Parliament never
~eems to o bevond Wagin. 1 congratulate
the Speaker, who 12 the member for Wagin,
on hix suceess in having secured so much for
his distriet, As far back as 1910 Bills were
passed for the construetion of certain rail-
wavs which were part ot the development
policy of the (Government, and although
something like 23 millions sterling was spent
from loan funds by the Government that has

[ASSEMBLY.]

Just left office, we find that only 22 miles of
railway were built in the Great Southern
district. When we remember that we are
still spending two millions annually on dairy
produce that we are oblized to import from
the Fastern States, it i= regrettable that so
little attention has been given to the pro-
vision of railway communication to those
districts that wounld have helped consider-
ubly towards reducing that great drvain of
wealth from this State. The ex-(Governmnent
and previous Governments neglected the
Great Southern.

Hon. P. Collier: Poor representation'

Mr. PIESSE: That part of the State will
carry more people in the not distant future
than any other part of Western Australia,
There are great opportunities there for
small holders. It has been found that it is
possible to do better on 300 or 1,000 acres
than on holdings of greater area. The Gov-
ernment are aware of this and I understand
the Minister is considering the matter and
that investigations are being made with a
view to closer settlement there. What has
kept it back so long has been the neglect to
spend public money there. I wish to say a
tew words on the subjeet of hospital aecom-
modation. This is a mafter of pressing im-
portance so far as the conntry districts are
concerned, and 1 trust that the Government,
liowever stringent the finaneial position
may he, will be able to give the subject
immediate consideration. There is one other
matier to which T wish to refer, and it
is the developient of those light lands that
for so long have lain idle. Perhaps it wonld
he belter if Lhon. members could have a per-
sonal knowledge of that land hefore they
attempt to follow what I mean by the de-
velopment of” those light lands. There is ad-
jneent te the various rallways in my dis-
tiict many thousands of acres of tight land
which counld be brought into profitable use
if the conditions of improvement were sat-
isfactory and the assistance given was in
the right direction. I hope the Minister for
Lends, just as soon as be has time to spave,
will go down to that district. The people
down there have extended to him an invita-
tion and I am sure they will be able to put
ap to him a practical proposition. It will
he of great hencfit to this country if the
poliex of light land development is seriously
enterrained. Now 1 want to say & word or
two about the insinuation made that 1 did
something of n (uestionable character in re-
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gard to the railway employees. No one
could be more sorry than I am that the Gov-
ernment should be faced with the positiun
of having to do something in regard to hours
aud distriet allowances, including those re-
lating to railway employees. I want to take
meinbers into my confidence and to say
straichtway that the insinnation that I
went to a meeting of railway employees for
the purpose of making promises that I eould
not carry ouf, is absolutely incorreet. I
vilue the friendship and sopport given
to me during the eleetions by many per-
sonal friends that I have in the Railway
Department. 1 want te mnake no seeret of
it; indeed no seeret of it was made at the
tine. I met those men in conference and,
as was stated last night, on 2 Sunday morn-
ing, Surely there was no harm in my meet-
ing them. T was very pleased to receive
their invitation, but T made it clear to them
that I felt they had not asked me there in
order to extract some impossible promises
from me. It was explained that it was all
done in a friendly way in order that I might
understand more thoroughly their position.
Certainly there was no misunderstanding be-
tween the railway employees at Katanning
and myself, During the whole of the elee-
tion campaign I was not asked a single em-
barrassing question by any of the railway
employees. I take it they were pleased that
I was standing as a candidate, and as far
as I knew then or know now, they were
ready to give me liberal support. 1 made
no promise to those gentlemen bevond safe-
guarding their interests, and I made uo
secret of my visit to their meeting. It was
held in broad daylight, and I cannot see any-
thing improper in my attendance there.
Those men are my own townsmen, and very
estimable people they ave, My desire wus
to do what I could to assist them to any
extent that might lic in my power. Last
night Mr. Willeack said I had definitely
promised them something. So far as I can
remember, [ did not touch on the 44-hour
week, although it was a prominent question
at the time. As to the district alfowanees,
1 realised that this question might arise
sooner or later, and probably I said that if
it did arise I could not sece, unless an in-
justice was being done to the ralway em-
ployees, that it would be proper for me to
interfere. What is the Arbitration Court
for, if it is not to remove all these questions

287

from political influence? TIf there are
anomalies in the service, surely the very hest
tribunal to which they can be referred 1s
the Arbitration Court. We have not yet
touched bedrock in the present serivus posi-
tion, and at a later date Government em-
ployees might be very glad to uphold the
Arbitration Court as the best possible means
of settling anomalies.

Mr, Withers: Was it not said at your
meeting that if Ar. Thomson were returned
something would happen to the railway
men’s wages?

ilr. PIESSLE: T will he perfectly honest;
I believe something of the sort was said,
There was a great deal of anxiety in the
minds of the railway men at Katanning. 1
told them al the meceting that as far as [
conld sec a certain section of the railway
employees had enjoved these privileges for
many years past, and for the life of me 1
could not see, so long as they were justified
and part of the poliey of the Commissioner
of Railways, why the permanent way men
and engine drivers, who performed very
valusble skilled services, should not enjoy
those privileges. I pointed gut it was all
a question of finanee, and that the control
of the railways was exclusively in the hands
of the Commissioner of Railways, and that
under a speeial Aet members of Parliament
were expressly precluded from interfering,
even to the length of introducing deputa-
tions. Nobody eould be prouder of the ser-
vices rendered by the railway employees
than am T. In them we have a very estim-
able lot of wen, efficiently performing very
valuable serviees. But of course there are
imptovements that eould be made in the
railway service. One of the greatest blun-
ders made by my friends opposite, who are
50 anxious about this question and so ready
to criticise the Government over their mov-
ing of the Arbitration Court, was their fail-
ure adequately to deal with the railway fin-
ances. Ilad they stood up to that obliga-
tion, probably there would not be any neces-
sity for the present Government to approach
the Arbitration Court now. When I re-
turned to the State five vears ago and drove
up to Northam, I was astounded to find the
road in an appalling condition owing to
heary traffic, including loads of galvanised
iron. That was five years ago. 1 want to
know why a Traflic Act preventing compe-
tition with our railways by notor vehicles.
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was not put through Parliament years ago.
And what have we done in regard to main
road construction? When you travel along
the Albany-road, you find that the natural
barriers have been graded down and thous-
ands of pounds have been spent in improv-
ing the mnin roade. Why should a Govern-
ment make it easy for a motor truck to
carry 30 ewt, where previously it counld not
have carried tén? No wonder our railways
are feeling the pinch. To grade down the
natural barriers of the Darling Range was
a mistaken policy. Wby should we make
. it easier for motor trueks to enter into eom-
petition with the railways? I repeat, it
was altogether a mistaken policy.
The Minister for Works: The
Roads Act specifies the grades.

Mr. PIESSE: Well, we might well have
deferred that work for years to come, and
s0 given the railways some protection. I
think a great deal might be done towards
popularsing the ratlways now that petrol
hus increased in price, T wunt to know
whether the Hailway Departinent eannot
hiold vut incresxed inducements to travel by
frain rathev than by nwotor vehicles. 1 suag-
west to the Minister for Railways that a
return ticket issued at a reduced ynte might
do much to induce people to travel by traiu.
Certainly many people whe come to Ieril:
by road would use the train it they could
gret a return tieket at a reduced fee, I am
not sure that the time has not arrived when
we should erect a toll gate an the Albany-
road and charge 5Hs. for each passenger
vehicle and 10s. for each truck passing
through the gate.

Main

Mr. Brown: Is that a national road?

Mr. PIESSE: T do not know that in onr
time we shall be able to build many national
roads. At present we have not the money
{o earry out necessary services. The general
consensus of opinion is that a road like
the Albany-road should be wholly constrie.
ted out of national funds.

The Minister for Works: Tt is so now.

Mr. PIESSE: T understand that under the
anended Aect the local authorities have to
pay annually a certain proportion of the costs
of the maintenance of that road. T am not
throwing hourjuets at membhers opposite, but
I think we are very fortunate in that our
railways have not shown a greater shrink-
awe thun actually obtains, In the Eastern
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States the railways have made tremeidous
leeway. As | say, we are fortunate in that
tur losses are not greater even than they
are. But that is no reason why the Minis-
ter for Railways should not devote hiwseit
to bringing railway expenditure withi cev-
enue.

Sitting suspended from G L3 ta 700 poae,

Mr. PIESSE: It is the duty of every
member, both by aet and by suggestion, to
do all in his power to assist the Commis.
sioner to make the vailways more profitable,
and consequently to increase the work for
railway employees and make them con-
tented. I suggest to the Abmister thai on
long-distance journeys some special redue-
tion might he made in return fares, and tha*
on certain days the speed of trains might
be aceelerated, especially where the rvailway
mileage exceeds thai of the road route, in
order to make rvailway {ravelling more
popular with the public, Inconvenience is
heing suffered by passengers on the Great
Southern line because of the lack of ade-
quate refreshment reom provision. Prob-
nhly the Commissioner was justified in dis-
eontinning the yunning of the dining enaeh,
hecanse so far as T could judge it was not
patronised sufficiently, but something like
the provision made in South Auztrilia
should be adopted here. T do not ser why
passengers should be required to line up at
a refreshment room and seramble for re-
freshments when that eould be aveided by
areelerating the speed of the frain and cw-
ting out unnecessary stops, as could he
done on a conple of trains a week. This
would make train fravelling more popalar
with the public and more remunerative to
the department. At present there are many
nonecessary  stoppages  on  long-distanee
journevs, The Minister might eonsider the
question of building the vefreshhment r.oms
at Spencer's Brook. We have every reuson
to he prowl of our railway employees who,
~0 far as one can judge, give good service.
At some of the eounlry stations, howsav.,
particularly those of the larger towns. a
little more attention might he devoted to
providing seats for passengers and attend-
ing to their comfort generally. Tn the old
davs the stationmaster made it hic dutv to
ewsure that passengers were comforfahly
serted hefore sendine his train ount. This i~
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still done on the Perth station, and it might
well be done at the large country stations.

Mr. Wansbrongh: Especially when pas-
sengers are joining a train after midnight.

Mr. PIESSE: Yes. Often they crowd a
compartment, thus ecausing discomfort to
alhers, when there is plenty of room on an-
other part of the frain. If statiommasters
gave a little more attention to the comfort
of the travelling public, it would enconrage
people to patronise rail rather than road
transport. Let me refer to the responsibility
that rests upon Parliament to devise means
for providing the neeessary eapital for
carrying on the ordinary avocations of the
State, even if money eannot be made avail-
able for expenditure on loan works, I have
been supplied with some figures, which to
my knowledge have not heen published, but
which fairly show the precarious position of
the State as regards its need for finance for
the earrying on of business. The banks ave
refusing to make advances for various ac-
tivities, which fact is aceounted for by the
serions falling oft of deposits, This state-
ment shows a comparison of the banking
fizures in Western Australia—

ADVANCES.
Quprter ended Querter ended Increase. Per cent.
June 24, 1629, June 30, 1930,
£17,47N,000  £19,707,000 £2,286,000 12-8
DEFPOSITS.
Not bearing Tnterest
Quarter ended Quarter anded Deercase.  Per cent.
June 24, 16290  June 30, 1930.
£5,582,000 £4,607,000 £1,075,000 19-28
Bearing Interest.
£5,758,000 £5,800,000 £62,000 1-08
Total £11,340,000  £10,203,000 £1,187,000 1002

Those figures show the seripusness of the
position. We cannot earry on our ordinary
business avocations unless we have a ren-
sonable supply of money available at a

reasonable rate of interest. The remedy is

to inspire eonfidence in the country and en-
courage people possessed of capital to come
here and produce more wealth. Undoubt-
edly the present low priees for exportable
commodities will greatly militate against
inereased production. Wheat to-day is
quoted at 2s. 10d. at sidings, at which figure
mentbers will realise that farming is 'not
going {0 be very profitable in future. It

should be our aim to assist the settlers who
are being hampered by shortness of cash
and Jow prices of produce. I hope every
member will fully realise the responsibility
devolving upon him. This is a time for
co-operating, not for emphasising party
differences. The country expects us to
unite and give onr hest service to assist the
Government in carrying out the administra-
tion of affairs. I regret that unemployment in
the eountry is so acute. Many peaple are in
a very sorry plight, mueh of which, it seems
to me, is due to want of thrift and care
to provide for a rainy day. During the
last few months many unemploved have
heen tramping the country, including my
distriet, and it has become a very diffienlt
matter to provide them with temporary sus-
tenance to carry them on. I eannot under-
stand how it is that able-bodied voung men,
horn in this country and only recently
thrown out of work, should be already suf-
foring want. Seven young men of 25 fo 30
vears of age, who must have earned £4
or £5 a week for vears, came into my offiee
begeing for bread. Is there anvthing more
pitiable than te see athletie voung fellows
begging for hread? They told me they be-
langed to Kalgoorlie and Bounlder and had
heen in work up to two or three months ao.
Surely thev conld have saved some money
Auring the vears they had been in work.
Tt shows a lack of frugality on the part of
our people. When others have denied them-
selves in order to save a few vounds for
the lean times, the improvident c¢annot ex-
pect to be carried on their backs. Steps
should be taken to create an insurance
scheme against unemployment. The pre-
zent position is degrading. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not be hindered in their per-
formance of the onerous duties that rest
npon them. I shall do my untmost to assist
them in their undertaking and help the
country out of its difficulties, so that our
people once more may have full-time work
restored to them and may be enabled to cu-
joy a reasonable standard of comfort.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[745]: T believe I shall be associating my-
self with the prevailing sentiment of this
Chamber if I congratulate you, Sir, net
only upon rour acquisition of the very high
position which is now rightly yours. but
also uwpon the very marked unanimity of
opinion as to the fitmess and propriety of
your oecupying & place of such distinetion.
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I believe that the ready acyuniescence by the
House in the ruling given by your prede-
vessor, Mr. Speaker~I refer to the member
for Kanowna—arose from his capacity to
forget, whilst in the Chair, the particilar
political party to whieh he belonged, a very
rare trait in a gentleman in that position.
Int n the eaxe of the hon. gentleman in
ouestion reeminglv quite a natural one. T
helieve xon, Siv, will be just as keen as he
ta isolate vourself from party desires, and
T believe von will he no less suceessful in
that direction than was vour distingnished
predecessor, T take this opportunity also
to compliment those of my eolleacnes who
have attained DMinisterial rank. T am
very confident in the ability of each of
them to fill with success the position he
occupies.  In mv mind’s eve T ¢an easily
see members of the Opposition at this time
clasping their hands and thapking God that
there no longer devolves npon them the re-
sponsibility of governing the country during
this verv troublesome wneriod.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not so certain
ahout that.

My, DOXEY: There are at least two
points of similarity between this and the
previous Government. The present Gov-
crnment. as was the ease with their prede-
cessors, eonsists of men with a broad State
outlook. each and all of them, and, every-
one will agree, each is loyval to the hest
interestx of the State. No doubt, as was
the eare with their predecessors, they will
make many mistakes, for the correction of
which they need the tolerance and help-
ful and construetive eriticism of mem-
bhers of the Opposition. No one will
deny that Parliament is charged with
very responsible duties, demanding of
it a broad national outlook.
Woe hetide us, therefore if we adopt a
merelv sectional viewpoint, and thus ham-
per the hest endeavours of those¢ who are
rharged with the adminjstration of affairs
during this most stressful time. The de-
liberatinnz of 50 earnest, loyal members is
a service the Premier has a right to de-
pend upon at this critieal juncture. De-
spite that. we find, unfortunately, that we
eannot apparently commenee our duties
here withont the same wretehed old rou-
tine of diserimination, which used to char-
aeterice the first assembling of every Par-
liament that immediately followed a gen-
eral election. Tf we are to have that sort
of thing, let us get it over quickly. We do
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not want it to crop up time and again
right through the session, parroi-like re-
peating itself. T am not advoeating that
members opposite should cease their op-
position: far from it. for I like the stin:
and colour of ficht, but T do urge that party
feelings may be set aside during the ses-
sion to the utmost extent that is humanely
possible.  .\s a comparatively new comer,
here, 1 hoped to commence this session
with a serious-minded House, mnitedly dis-
charging our duty in the face of the
troubles that surround us. Instead of that
we find an aobvious straining after party
advantage by fighting over again the
meaner aspecls of the last generval elee-
tions. XNo one seems to be satisfied with
the contents of the Speech. T do not won-
der at it. 1 am not satisfied with it my-
self. 1 nuestion whether the Premier is
satisfied, or whether His Excellency the
Governor was satisfied. Without it we
know the worst and the best. 1lainly,
the Speech has now lost its point.

Hon. P. Collier: No one takes any
notice of it.

Mr. DONEY: The march of financial
events since has placed it ont of date. Tt
hears no relalionship to the pesition that
resulted from the Premiers’ Conference.

Hon. P. Collier: The Speeches usually
aim at concealing the policy of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. DONEY: Our backs arve flarter {-
the wall than we thought theyv would
but we know now how we stand. T am
sure every member feels relieved to have
the assurance of the Premiers apparently
with the coneurrence of Rir Otto Niemever
and Sir Robert Gihson, that if we observe
the arrangements entered into by the Tre-
miers, we shall grodually draw clear of our
trouble. Most people take a vervy melan-
choly view of things. We have a Govern-
ment charged with enthusiasm, ripe with
schemes to inerease productivity in West-
ern Australia, and schemes for social re-
form. brought to earth by the declaration
of the Premier of a bankrupt Treasury,
by the sight of our eity streets swarming
with unemploved, and the unfortunate
knowledge that our sheep and our wheat
have lost their value. It is pretty mani-
fest that for n while we ean make no for-
ward movement. It is merely a matter of
hanging on, consolidating our position,
aigging ourselves in. It is apparent that
members of this House must combine for
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strength, analysing carefully this method
and that method of extricating ourselves
from our troubles, but always with a eriti-
cal eye upon the welfare of the State. The
best that can be said is that we are better
placed than our neighbours in the Kastern
States, who, having produced less than we
and spent more are now reaping the re-
ward of their thriftlessness.

Hon. P. Collier: "~ Thank God we are noi
as others are.

Mr. DONEY: It would be a great pity
if we had not something on which to com-
pliment ourselves. It happens that there
are several bright spots upon an otherwise
rather dull horizon. Without doubt the
crops are showing great promise, and 1
guestion if they have ever looked better at
any time in the last 15 years; the South-
West is in remarkably good heart; from
the unusnal activities of our prospectors,
and the adoption of modern metheds, it
seems that onr mining industry is in a
very refreshing state. The group settlers
too have come to the end of their long
lane, the temper of the people seems to be
healthy and sane, and the unemployed
seem fo be displaying moderation and to
have a sense of responsibility.

Mr., Raphael: For the next month only.

Mr. DONEY: Tt iz realised that the Gov-
ernment cannot be held responsible for a
change that is world-wide.

Mr. Raphael: There will be a change with
the unemployed next month, old chap.

Mr. DONEY: We are not alone in our
tronbles which have arisen because of the
extremely low priee at which we ean sell our
primary prodiets. This position has left
our primary producers of all classes with
less money to spend upon manufactured
goods. The consequent decrcased demand
for the manufactured article, involves manu-
facturers, industrialists, primary producers
and their friends in the same ever-expand-
ing sea of trouble. Parenthetieally, I may
mention another pleasing feature. Only re-
cently I was moving with certain friends
through a factory owned by the W.A. Wire
Netting Company. I saw a bunch of gates
done up apparently for export. It was with
pleasure that I learned they were bound for
Somaliland, to fill a contract with the Bri-
tish Government which, in the face of keen
opposition, had been placed with the eom-
pany to which T refer. It is well known
by this time that the amouht allotted to
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Western Australia by the Loan Couneil is
£1,750,000, £3,000,000 below normal expecta-
tions. A fair deduction to make is that if
we had the £3,000,000 we should have no
unemployment. 1t is equally obvious there
must be serious unemployment since that
money is not available, and this unemploy-
ment must! necessarily continue untii an
assured barvest allows us to begin rebuild-
ing our position. Additional to that we are
hampered by the knowledge that general
revenue is sure to show a big deecline. This
indicates that certain departments of Gov-
ernment activity have not the same amount
of work to do they once had and gives rise
to a rather disturbing question. It may
have to be determined whether it is best to
eliminate surplus officials, and add te un-
employment—a method of righting the posi-
tion with which no one is in favour; or to
ration all the available work until a return
to normal prosperity permits of the resump-
tion of full-time oeccupation—a solution
which, I suppose, is more in accord with
the popular idea of what is just and ex-
pedient. It is the duty of the Government
to see that our meed of ill luek is not
seattered abroad in lumps, hitting some and
escaping others, but is spread as evenly as.
possible over the population of the Siate.
To me it appeals as fair that those in the
best position shonld yield most ground, that
those who have the most should give the
most. Reeently we have heard a little about
reduction of salaries. Very good; I suppose
we have to take a sip out of the medicing
hottle in the same way as other people.
Probably we shall be cailed upon to forego
a poriion of our salaries comparable with
the general decline in the earnings of the
people of this State. A number of my
friends. opposite, in disrussing the matter,
have told me that they cannot afford a re-
duction in their salaries. I know that. For
myself 1 know it as wel] as any other mem-
ber knows it. Recently I have stood more
of the financial stress and strain of contest-
ing elections than other members. However,
the question is not whether we can afford
it, If I estimate the position aright, we
shall have to afford it. A workless man
cannot afford to go on without work, but he
has to all the same. A farmer eannot afford
to sell his wheat at 2s. 11d., but he must do
it notwithstanding. He cannot afford to
have sheep at a fgure that pays neither to



marzet nor to keep. He eannot afford to
pay interest to his banker, taxation to the
Commissioner, or rent to the Lands Depart-
mez:, hut he has to do these things whether
he «an afiord them or pot. These remarks
pracably apply to a third of the farmers of
Wertern Australia. I fervently hope they
do ..ot refer to a larger proportion. It is
obvious to all of us who have observed the
di~f.e<xs of the man on the land, that if he
is ‘2 be ecarried through intact to better
tunes, if the equilibrinm of our prineipal
industry is to be, as for the sake of the
Rute it must be, preserved, Ministers must
insist upon the various collecting depart-
ments that come under their control show-
ing the utmost sympathy and tolerance
the eoxercise of their functions. Evervone
will agree with me that wholesale fhreats
of jeral proceedings or of repossession are
utterly useless, In these distressful times
threats should not bhe employed unless
close investization has shown that there is
ahilitv to pay. Mueh quite nnneces-
sary menfal distress is ecaused 1o
many a good man upon the land who, from
the ery loneliness of his life, iz compelled

to  -hew the cud of his worries over
and over again, whether in the wvard,
at the wplough, or in his bed. Such
is  the situation in  which, unhap-

rily, hundreds of ovr farmers find them-
selves, At all events, T appeal to such Min-
ister < as may happen fo be listening to direet
their responsible  officials not to employ
thrests except in those comparatively rare
casg~ wherve investigation has shown threats
to w2 a just expedient. Ministers know just
i~ well as 1 ean tell them that consideration
during the next vear or so will he amply
receiped in the following years, and they
ks too that the hig husiness of Tand set-
tlenent attaing =necess largely upon the
apvroval of men already settled. The mem-
hev for Katanning (Mr, Piesse) made some
reteiences to successful farmers.  That is a
provlem to which little regard has been paid
in thi~ Chamber. One of the worst features
of «ueh times as these is the crippling and
oeeasionpally  hankrupting effect they have
upo:. farmers whom we are acenwstomed to
reeed as successful, men who have passed
thiough the pioneering stage and have at-
tuizred to what looked like financial stability,
The depression has forced the associated
bars to call up mortgages =howing a con-

- necvessary commodities.

[ASSEMBLY.]

siderable margin of safety even on the basis
of depreciated values. T do not believe that
the assoeiated bank. will often proceed to
the length of actual rve-possession: but even
so a problem of equal magnitude remains
behind, in that the banks nowadays are not
able to finance their client: to the extent
of ecarrying them through to the coming
vear. It is just as well not to overlook
the problem of the so-called suecessful
farmer at the present time. In view of the
hugely lessened incomes of farmers gener-
ally, 1 must point ont that if the farmer
receives less for his wheat, and less for his
wool and so forth, he is entitled to say, “I
must pay less rent, pay a lower rate of in-
terest, pay less for my stores and machin-
ory.” Equally the wage earner who is
rationed, or who for any other reason is
receiving a lessened wage, is entitled to pay
less for everything that he buys. And sim-
ilarly the manufacturer and the retailer
must sell for less, either because of a ve-
duced purchasing power on the part of the
people, or by reason of legislative eompul-
sion. Not that much legislative compulsion
in the form of price-fixing ix likely to he
needed in order to depress the prices of
I think the prevail-
ing depression will do that without any
pssistance from Parliament. The question
is constantly heing put whether we intend
to maintain the present high standard of
living. TUndoubtedly we do. A propor-
tionate all-vround reduetion in the prices of
all eommodities will manifestly leave us in
the same position relatively as before. I
helieve it has hecome plain to everybody
here that 2 ent of 10 or 15 per cent. is neces-
sary in the price of all things transferred
from one person to another, if we are to
maintain trade at its proper balance. There
is every indieation that the present low
prices, subject to slight rises or falls accord-
ing to whether, for the moment, supply or
demand is in the ascendant, will stand for
several vears to come. We may therefore
as well hegin straightway to adjust our-
selves to the new standard by the gradunal
process which is necessary if trade is to he
maintained on an even balance. The reduc-
tion must he made gradually, <o as not to
entail the bankrupting of merchants and
others holding large stocks. As a matter of
fairness, there shonld be no exception to the
general rule that evervthing must come
down, and that general rule would connote
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the imposition of a special investment tax
to deal with Government and munieipal
stocks and bonds which, as we know, are not
taxably rveached by the Commissioner of
Taxation. Here, for what it may be worth,
I will indulge in the rather unusual desire
of passing on information {o the Commis-
sioner of Taxation.  Since that official is
likely to suffer considerably in his returns
for the current finaneial year, I suggest
to him that he recommend the remier to
institute a regimentation of the earnings of
the people, with the ohject of having all
wages and salaries compulsorily placed by
the emplover in either the State Savings
Bank or one of the associated banks. That
course would enable the Commissioner of
Taxation to put his hand upon persons who
for years have been evading him with-

out just cause, and at the same time
would instil & spirit  of thrift into
the people. Further, it might indi-
cate to the Treasurer another method

whereby occasionally to recoup a depleted
Treasury. I do not assert that the sugges-
tien is of any use to the Commissioner, but
if it is, here I make it available {o him.
Like everv other member of the Chamber
1 have some ideas on the subject of seces-
sion. T do not want secession for its own
sake; I question whether any hon. member
does. If we do secede from the Common-
wealth, it will only be as a duty to our-
selves, hecause there seems to us no other
exit from our economie froubles. Senti-
mentally I am a Federationist, but I feel
that we cannot allow Western Australia to
be ruined for the sake of a sentiment. For
our own sakes we should approach the ques-
tion ecalmly, cauntiously, and caleulatingly.
I suggest that we shounld have drawn up for
us by the Under Treasurer, assisted pos-
sibly by the corresponding officer of the
Commenwealth—although that may be rather
much to hope for in the cirenmstances—a
statement indicating to us our payments to
the Commonwealth Treasury under the pre-
sent regime, our liability to the Common-
wealth following wpon our assumption of
such Federal buildings and services as will
be necessary to our new status, together with
the eost of such additional new services as
our status as a Dominion would necessitate
our installing. It is plainly desirable that
we should have such reliable data to guide
us, although, even without such a statement,
I have little doubt myself that the value of
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the Commonwealth services to this State is
amply covered by the Commoenwealth eollee-
tions made within the State. Despite that,
common prudence would bid us secure all
the inforwation possible about the road we
infend to travel. To force u primary pro-
ducing State like ours, with no industiries
of its own worthy of mention fo proteet,
to submit to a tariff policy of high protec-
tion with absolutely no power to handle
tliose tariffs, to have our markets ruined by
that policy, to he forced to pay double the
proper price for our implements of trade
und thus sadly hamper our agriculiural and
general development by depressing profits
made on farming, to impoverish wus
«0 that Queensland may grow wealthy, to
pay three or four times what we ought to
pay for our sugar, and all this for the sake
of protecting and bounty-feeding those in-
dunstries in the Eastern States, to which
more than anything else is attributable the
respongibility for the position we are in to-
day—these things rankle with me and with
most of us, irrespective I imagine of on
which side of the House we sit. Is it any
wonder that, in these circumstances, West-
ern Australia should talk secession? This
stand-and-deliver attitude does not appeal
to anyone. I can quite imagine the people
in the Fast saying to ns, “My God, vou are
in the Federation now; we will squeeze
vou.” * For the disabilities we suffer from
here, no one dreams of blaming any indi- -
vidual or any party; we blame the system,
and a rotten system it is, too. I feel we
shall never make any marked forward move-
ment in Western Australia unless, and until,
we free ourselves from Federal tariff eon-
trol, and secure the right to impose a rev-
enue tariff for revenue purposes only. We
would then be able to admit, frec of impos*,
tools of trade necessary for our development,
and place the manufacturers in the Eastern
States on a eompetitive basis with manufac-
turers overseas, without any additional pro-
tection other than that afforded by the
freights to be paid by their overseas com-
petitors. I will never be convinced that any
law-abiding people, such as we undoubtedly
are, should be compelled to support a sys-
tem that is distinctly harmful to their in-
terests, as is this poliey of high protection
to the farmers in particular and to the
people generally throughout this State. No
ore here can truthfully assert that the large
implement manufacturing firms in the East-
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ern States that are comstantly referred to,
have been, in any sense of the word, benefi-
cial to Western Awustralian farmers. On the
conlrary, members on hoth sides of the
House believe that those firms, and the sys-
tem they represent, constitute the main eon-
tribatory factor in promoting the ruin that
is confronting thousands of farmers in this
State. Those firms are sheltering behind
the high wall of protection—and a very thick
wall it is, too—well to the leeward side of
competition, and carrying on all the time
their profitable and comfortable trade of
exploiting the real man of industry—the
farmer. Let us protect during infanecy those
useful industries that look likely to develop
info a thriving adulthood. T regard that as
profection of a quite sensible type, but to
‘take profits from our primary industries
:away from debt reduction, which, to minds
of normal discrimination, appears to be their
proper function, and to use those profits for
the purpose of making good extravaganee
-and losses made deliberately by other de-
partments of national activity that can never
‘be wuccessful, and te do that year by year,
it plainly nothing but stupidity of the worst
descviption. To permanently protect a
crippled industry always reminds me of that
Greek trader who was constantly complain-
ing to his fellow traders that what he made
on the peanuts, he always lost on the
bananas, and yet had not the sense to drop
the banana trade. He is not the only
fool. DBusiness men who persist in frading
in a department that can never show a
protit would rightly be regarded as
fools. So, too, are Federal (fovernments,
irrespective of party, who waste these pro-
fits as indicated, who pay the secondary
debts, if they may be so termed, of Victoria
and New South Wales with the primary
profits of Western Australia and South
Australia and, to a lesser extent, of Tas-
‘mania as well, only to find that having thus
frittered those profits away, they are mo
longer available for debt reduction, that
.our creditors are looking suspiciously at us,
and that Sir Otto Niemeyer, courteous but
calenlating, is walking in the back door, as
it were, with a notebook. At long last we
are epparently secing ourselves as others
zee us, and I reckon it is just as well for
the ultimate good of Awustralia that it is
sn. It is quite possible that secession may
never be granted to Western Australia, but
in my opinion, the agitation will be worth
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while if it teaches our nominal partners in
the Eastern States that Western Australia
must be treated as an actual pariner, not
a5 a mere customer. Federation has always
appealed to me as a co-operative concern
in which Western Australia never neglects
to pay in her share regularly and as eon-
stantly is denied a4 share in the dividend.
Even if we seeure secession, the results may
prove disappointing to us. It may prove
to be an example of distant fields that are
not nearly so green as illusive distances sug-
gest, and history does not seem to supply
any parallel ease to guide us. which, 1 think,
is rather unfortunate, Every now and
again 1 imagine we are likely to be aroused
by our enthusiasm to an extent that may
disturhb our judgment. Despite that, [ say
that we should secure essential data show-
ing onr linbilities under the present system
and under the proposed new status, amd
ihat thereafter the agitation should be con-
tinued until we have been admitted to full
parinership rights, embracing fisen) inde-
pendence, or be allowed to withdraw from
the Iederal pact. I now desire to come
down tu miore familiar ground by drawing
the attention of the House to certzin gues-
tions specifically affecting my own district.
I am as well aware as anyone else that it is
futile to advance projects that entail the
expenditure of public money at the present
junctnre. 1 shall respeet that restriction.
My predecessor in this Chamber won re-
nown by the assiduity and success with
which he pursued questions likely to =add
to the welfare of the town and distriet he
represented. I must needs pursue the samc
policy, not because of my predeeessor’s
example, but because Narrogin is—-

Mr. Withers: The hmb of the universe.

Mr. DONEY: I have heard it deseribed
as such before, and I do not dispute the de-
seription. The faet remains that I shall have
fo pursue that policy as well, hecausc the
importance of Narrogin, in the country
scheme of things, demands it.

Member: You are not going to desert us.

Mr. DONEY: No. I think it i$ inenm-
bent upon the present Government to show
just as great a keenness for the advance-
ment of country towns as for the metro-
palis.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The city does not reap
any advantage over the eountry.

Mrx. DONEY: That point is argnable,
and I would not mind, on some other ocea-
gion when there is ample time, discussing it
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with the hon. member. At the present
moment a hospital is Narrogin’s principal
need, its vital and all-absorbing need. Never
lrefora has Narrogin wanted anything so
keenly as it wants a hospital now. It is
not required in a selfish spirit. We do not
want the hospital for the sake of the build-
ing, but because of the serviee the insti-
Lutton will give to those residing in a large
ond important distriet. To emphasise the
urgeney of this partieular work, 1 would
point out that tne ex-Minister for Health,
My, Munsie, regarded the provision of a
Narrogin district hospital as second in im-
portance only to additions to the maternity
hospital at Subiaco. Had it not been for
the present financiab stringency, I am sure
the hospital would have been erected long
ago. We now quite vrealise that we
will require to amend the terms under
which the building will be erected. 1T
am glad that I have secured the promise
of the present Minister for Health to visit
Narrogin shortly and view the position.
1 imagine, though, it is nothing but fair to
warn the Minister that he is due for a shock
when he views the dismal old edifice we have
Leen in the habit for some years past of eall-
ing the hospital. It is no exaggeration to
declare that the Narrogin hospital is the
sorriest and shabbiest old building of ifs
kind that comes under the eontrol of the
health authorities. Yet it seldom houses
anything less than double the number of
patients it is officially expected to house. It
is a very cramped building, ill-lit, ill-venti-
lated, ill-equipped and in all respeets ill-
favoured. The Minister, when he gets down
there, will see an abundance of hessian, of
rotten boards, of dampness, and ample other
evidence of age and disrepute. Still there
is one cheerful aspect of if, which is that
it is controlled by an ununsually fine medical
and nursing staff. T have no intention of
unduly worrying the Minister upon this
matter. I know his difficulties and I have
little desire to add to them. I know very
well that, having seen the wreiched strue-
ture to which 1 am referring, he will desire
straightway to reconstronet it but will need
to refer me to a sympathetie but poverty-
stricken Treasurer. The only advice I would
venture to give to the Minister is thaf he
adopt the same order of urgency as was
laid down by the ex-Minister for Health.
1 believe that considerations of decency and
public health will then lead him to put the
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proposed new building under construction
at the earliest possible date. On reference
to “Hansard” I find it has been the custom
for maoy years past to draw the attention
of the House in general, and of the Minister
for Works in particular, to the need in Nar-
rogin for new public buildings, the inten-
tion being fo take the Agricultural Bank,
the Lands Department, the Courthouse, the
Savings Bank and another institution the
name of which I cannot recall for the mo-
ment, and let them exercise their funetions
under the one roof, leasing or selling the
existing buildings for whatever purpose their
size and situation best fits them for. On
account of our straitened financial position
I shall attempt on this oceasion to do ne
more than put my request on record, nor
shall I refer to it again unless I find build-
ings of less consequence being erected in
some other part of the State—a rather un-
likely contingency, I think. Several years
ago the then Minister for Railways perpe-
trated what I have frequently heard de-
scribed as a grave injustice fo the inhabit-
ants of Narrogin. He is alleged to have
arrested the progress of the town, to have
earned the disfavour for all time of tired
mothers and little children, and to have
materially depresisted valugs on the eagterp
side of the town. I am pleased to see that
the present Minister for Railways bhas just
entered the Chamber, for I am anxious to
make it eclear that the previous Minister
for Railways to whom I have just heen re-
ferring and the present Minister for Rail-
ways are identical. I understand it was
the present Minister for Railways who some
years ago removed the railway crossing in
Narrogin.

The Minister for Railways: I have never
neard nf it hefore.

Mr. DONEY: I believe I am not wroag,
and that there is a reference in a certain
file—T think I know where to find it—which
will set the matter at rest. I am inclined
to think the Minister's memory is at fault.

The Minister for Ratlways: I -do not
think so, not in this instance.

Mr. DONEY: At all events, [ believe I
am right in saying that you had no legal
aunthority for the act you are alleged to have
committed down there. Anyhow, it is the
popular belief in Narrogin that the Minister
did ,close the railway erossing which previ-
ously connected the esstern and western por-
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lions of the town. The old eressing was
held to be very dangerous, although I be-
lieve no accidents ever occurred there. The
new crossing, which the Minister is alleged
to have constructed, was held to bhe free
from danger, but to my knowledge numbers
of accidents have occurred there. At pre-
sent, intereourse between the two portions
oi the town is very cumbersome and a con-
tinnal souree of complaint, both private and
municipal. 1 have no doubt the present
Minister is just as keen as anyone else to
scize an opportunity to remedy errors of
the past, in his case, I am happy to say, an
otherwise happy and quite serviceable past.
I am anxious to assure the Minister there
is no better way to retrieve the position than
by the construefion of an overhead bridge
to carry all forms of traffic between the east-
ern and western portions of the town. 1
will say no more, other than to express the
hope that the Mimster, as soon as the mat-
ter is formally brought under his notice,
will give it the most favourable considera-
tion that the unfortunate state of the fin.
ances will permit.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Your overhead
bridge will follow that at Bassendcan.

Mr. DONEY: On a basis of urgency the
two cases are not comparable. I think I
conld show that the scheme which, at a later
date, I may be prepared to lay before the
Minister will create new wealth in the dis-
trict. I now purpose giving a few minuics
to a topic which most members here wiil
be only too keen to dodge-—unemployment.
Only just now [ was told I had no right
to talk of wmemployment becaunse I myself
had never been unemployed. As a wmatier
ot fact I do not think I ever have been ua-
employed. But I do say that whilst 1 am
not an expert in the matter, 1 am mno
stranger to the genile art of jumping the
rattler, nor am I any stranger to that other
arl, more frequently praectised, of tightening
the belt. My desire is to indicate to mem-
bers that I have grounds for a litile pracii-
eal sympathy with the unewployed. The
question of unemployment is likely to re-
ceive ample discussion this session. It can
quite truthfully be deseribed as the world’s
biggest problem. It baffles everybody. I
do mnot think the man is yet born who is
capable of properly tackling this problem.
Of course there are times when we find our-
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selves able to remedy it partially or tem-
porarily, but never yet bave we found a
man capable of. putting up a scheme for
eluding it wholly and for all time.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
never heard of Robinson Crusee?

Mr. DONEY: I have, yes, but the only
problem of the sort eonfronting Robinson
Crusoe was the employment of Friday, and
I can only think that TFriday was more
easily satisfied with his hours and working
conditions than is the employee of to-day.
1 should say that modern machinery, over-
production and the consequent sharp varia-
tion of costs were the joint root cause of
the present trouble—although for that
matter I always feel like saying there
is never really any overproduction.
The trouble is we have never yet discovered
how evenly and fairly to distribute our pro-
ducts. People without work, of eourse, have
no money with which to buy. There is a
consequent acecumulation of those huge sur-
pluses which make it necessary to ease off
in prodnetion, and ereate in its torn yet
more unemployment. I imagine a number
of us find ourselves wishing that the time,
the money, and the brains that have gone
into movies and talkies, speed-hoats, speed-
cars and other modern pleasure develop-
ments of nquestionable utility, had been
given to the twin questions of world trans-
port and distribution and their consequent
beneficial bearing upon unemployment and
upon the maintenance of the purchasing
power of the pople. We have some 8,000
or 10,000 unemployed in Western Australia.
They have heen the creation, not so mueh
of local |party delinquencies, but wather
of world causes that are hard to determine
and harder still to dissipate.

Hon. P. Collier: Only yesterday I was
reading your policy speech. It did not quite
square with what you are saying now.

Mr. DONEY: I will swear, if the Speaker
will permit me, that the sense of it was no
great way removed from what I am saying
now,

Hon, P. Collier: Only as far apart as the
poles. There is the same old explanation.

Mr. DONEY: Anvhow, the point I was
going to make was that sinee the unem-
ployed are the result of world causes they
ecriainly should not be made the foothall
of party fighting in this House. We are
attempting to solve the sustenance problem
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by means of the Blackhoy Camp and inter-
mittent employment. I shall not exaggerate.
I say the Government are to he heartily con-
gratulated on the courage, energy and par-
tial success with which they have been tack-
ling the problem.

Hon. ¥. Collier: You are a humourist.

Mr, DONEY: I sometimes take my cue
from the Leader of the Opposition. The
‘Government are to he congratulated, par-
ticularly when we give due regard to the
foet that the task is most difficult, becaunse
the shortage of cash has forced them into
certain expedients in place of their desire
Yo put the men on reproductive work. The
idea of camps close to food supplies is mani-
Lestly & good one. I think it may be n=ces-
sary vet to broaden the idea and have a
camp somewhere near the Mandurah fish-
ing grounds and yet another, perhaps, in
that good vegetable arvea just outside Perth
semewhere down af Wanneroo, the idea he-
ing an interchange of goods hetween the
ithree camps. That would lead to their he-
ing more honestly self-supporting. It
plainly is always better to produce than
mezely to colleet. I alwavs feel thal cave-
fully systematised, no man should go with-
ont & meal in a State like this with our
abundance of fertile land, and the compara-
five sparseness of the population, A varia-
tion of the old idea of Jesse Collings, the
Eriend of Joseph Chamberlain, of three acves
and a cow, should be more easily applieable
in this State than perhaps in any other part
of the world. We ought never again to he
caught as we have been eanght on this ocea-
sion. When better times return I hope we
shall have sense enough to charge our
prosperity with the responsibility for a fund
to provide reproductive work, the pro-
ceeds from  which would make the
scheme permanent. Meanwhile, our Federal
friends can think of nothing hetter than
an unemployment tax. T shail not trouble
so long ns they include a heavy tax on
luxuries, especially imported luxuries, and
it happens that most, if not the whole, of
-our luxuries are imported.

My, H. W, Mann: Do you want any more
‘taxing than they have imposed under the
‘tariff?

AMr. DONEY: I am not suggesting the
tax, but it seems to be a settled faet, and
{ shall not grumble provided they tax lux-
nries. The eountry that has most battened
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on cur misfortunes is the United States of
America, That ecounftry happens to be
superabundantly provided for by its own
resources and does not need and will not
take our goods in return for its goods, with
the natural consequence that our huge ad-
verse {rade balance with it has to De
paid with by shipments of good Australian
gold. Governments, and the people too for
that matter, have a habit of buying Ameri-
ean cars. The people revel in American
luxuries, films in particular. T say that the
gently persuasive power of heavy taxation
is necessary to cure that particular brand
of foolishness. It is obvious to all that
uwonev thus exported iy drawn largely from
the handling, as distinet from the actual
aenuirement of our primary produets. That
heing s¢ normal decency of outlook should
have assured such monev heing ve-lent to
this country for the furtheranece of vrepro-
ductive developmental work, instead of
heing thonghtlessty sent to hoost the indus-
tries of foreign countries to the manifest
disadvantage of ours.

My, Mavshail: Do not foreet that the
farmer patronises the motor industry fairly
well.

AMr. DONEY. 1 am nnt overlooking that
fact.

Mr. Marshall: He is equally guilty as any
other section of the community.

Mr. DONEY: I have not denied it; in
fact he is. The patronage of Australian or
British goods is no longer a matter of eom-
monsense or patriotie duty; rather should
il be regarded as plain self-defence. There
is no doubt that we are right up agninst it.
Ti is 8 ecase of all hands to the pumps and 1
may add, for the henefit of members oppo-
site, a truce to party polities, It seems now-
adays rather necessary to revise our esti-
inate of the wheatgrower. He must nov
longer be Jooked upon as just a -business
man. He is something more than that. He
is enguged in a big national undertaking.
He has been called upon by the Prime Min-
ister to save the country. The wheat-
grower’s importance in the scheme of things
in Australia is at last being  recognised.
That is quite good provided he is given the
legislative eonsideration that his importance
warrants, It is possible to wipe out many
of the obhstacles that lie in his path, and
1 hope that during the session upon which
we have now entered, we shall exert our
best efforts to that end. Tt is plain that
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we cannot remove the biggest obstacle in
his path—ihe tarifi—but we can do our
level best in this Chamber and oatside of ‘it
to euliivate what one might call a tarilf
sense, which ultimately might have—and
this is no vain hope—some Federal effect.
We have to agree that our future lies in
the soil, the friendly responsive soil. We
are just growers, diggers, graziers, lillers
of the soi], harvesters of its production.
Bpeaking generally, it may be claimed that
no activity is worth while unless it direetly
or indirectly concerns itself with primary
produetion, T hope this will not be taken
as implying any disregard of our town in-
dustrialists, I do not subseribe to the nar-
row view that regards the city as a costly
redundancy. The driver of the tramear
plays his part in production no less than
does the driver of the plough. 1 agree
that we all, solely exeept the wasters—and
there are plenty of them around the
eity—play some part in some department
or other of agrienltural activity. At the
same time I naintain that there should be a
more even apportionment of agrienltural
profits. The immediate producer gets all
too little: the distributor gets relatively
far too much. It seems to me that the sys-
tem under which we now work ensures that
whatever risk there is shall be borne by the
produecer.

Mr. Marshall: The consumer does not get
anything out of it. He has to pay the maxi-
mum.

Mr. DONEY: For what?

Mr. Marshall: For the produce.

Mr. DONEY: How does that affect the
position?

Mr. Marshall: The landlord gets the great-
est chop. T.ook at the rents paid in' Perth.

Mr. DONEY: For the moment the land-
lord is outside my eomparison. I am not
contenting myself with asserting that the
distributor gets a larger share of the profits
than does the econsumer. Tt should be pos-
sible by legislation to secure a more even
spread of the profit and loss over all con-
eerned, and I suggest that this period of re-
trenchment and adjustment to new stand-
ards, particularly of values, is the hest time
to set to work. It is the plain duty of the
House, if it is to show itself a practical and
courageous House, to cultivate the agrieml-
tural sense, that i=, to act, talk, edueate and
legislate apriculturallv, to draw ourselves
away from the parks and picture palaces of
Perth, and think in terms of bags and
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bushels and bales. For a body of men
carrying our responsibilities this is plainly
imperative. I desire to make friendly ref-
erence to the remarks of the member for
East Perth (Mr. Kenneally) two nights ago
at the comelusion of what most of us re-
garded ss a very able speech. I had heped
he would have shown a more practical ap-
preciation of the difficulties confronting the
Government, difficulties the like of which
have confronted no Government within the
memory, I imagine, of any sitting member.
The substance of his comments was that the
Government were using the existing highly
calamitous conditions merely as a cover from
which to atfack the wage-earmer. I was
amazed that 2 member of his experience and
knowledge should draw a conclusion of that
kind. He implied that the Government were
little other than a pack of wolves, hungry to
launch an attack upon the workers. This
was just empty extravagance and nothing
more, and in the cireumstanees utterly futile.
It was a suggestion caleculated to create a
dangerous social cleavage at a time when
unity is essentinl to our safety. [t
roust be admitted that the Governiment may
not be able to earry out all the hopes.
aspirations, and intentions expressed during
the general elections, In similar c¢ireum-
stances the same admission would need to be
made by the Opposition. An entirely new
set of circumstanees has recently arisen.

Hon. P. Collier: They altered on the 12th
April,

Mr, DONEY: They altered immediately
following the Premiers’ Conference.

Hon. P. Collier: The economie position
altered in one night, in a few hours.

Myr. DONEY: The idea of waiting for a
mandafe to do this or that is heside the point
when the necessity is wrgent. The Govern-
ment have power and discretion, neither of
which will they hesitate to exereise should
the need arise. I am glad the member for
Guildford-Midiand (Hon. W. D, Johnson)
is in his place, becanse [ wish to make a
brief though friendly reference to some re-
marks he made the other night. T must ad-
mit he has courage. He always fight= in the
open, and makes his intentions plain. He
realises that a co-operative outlook on the
part of the Government and the Oppositien
is a vital State need. What was his contri-
bution? A threat. He threatened that un-
less the Government allied themselves with
the Opposition viewpoint in respeet of in-
dustrial matters, nothing but spear points
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or pinpricks could he expected from him.
He would not play the game unless he could
have bis own way. I have confidence in the
hon. member, and I think he will perhaps
change his outlook as soon as the heat of
this first clash of battle has passed away.
The member for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) said we on this side of the House
spoke glibly enough in attacking the stand-
ard of the workers, but that as soon as he
and his friends attacked the other standards,
our attitudes entirely changed. Members
opposite should get it out of their heads that
we are attacking anything. The Govern-
ment are doing their best in difficult times
to see that every section of the community
shoulders its fair share of sacrifice. He says
our attitude was different as soon as the
other standards were attacked. He is en-
tirely misteken. Let him try to attack those
other standards, tariffs, rents, interest, rates,
the cost of living, ete, Straightway he will
find that he is fighting no lone hand, pro-
vided always that he has regard for every
section of the community, with a special em-
phasis on the word “every.” A great deal
has been said about the 44-hour week. Mem-
Lers may have the 44-hour week for my part
or the 40-hour week, or any number of hours
they like, provided industry can stand the
strain, but I never ean see any sense in
perzistently reducing hours and raising
wages only to cast industry into a condition
of poverty and throw people out of work.
Tt is claimed that an inerease in the hours
of work from 44 to 48 will not cure unem-
ployment. I know that, but it will have a
heneficial effect upon it. Unemployment is
not the only consideration. Equally as big
a consideration is to secure continuity in in-
dustry, to promote industry so that it will
show a profit, be able to carry on, and, in
due courre, absorb still morve labour. The
hon. member made a rather lengthy refer-
onee to interest rates. His vemarks were
inleresting enongh, hut he was not particu-
larly illuminating. Tt is an intricate ques-
lion, but not u single ray of light did he shed
apon it. We on this side are just as keen
as he to get cheaper money. We like 5 per
cent. and dislike 8 per cent. as keenly as he
does. He says the Government should attack
interest. I asked how he proposed to set
about it, but he had no idea. Of course not!
He knows as well as we do that the system
has its roots pretty well sunken in London
and New York, and that we in Western Ans-
tralia have no grub hoe long enough and
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strong enough to tackle the job of uprogt-
ing it. Tt is of course always conceivable
that the Commissioner of Taxation may be
able to reach Australian investments, but it
is pllin that the investments of people in
other countries are wholly beyond our con-
trol. T liave exhausted my time, and will
resume my seat. [ thank members for a
patient heaving.

ME. WELLS (Canning) [9.8]: Permit
me, Sir, as a new member, to offer you my
hearty congretulations upon your acces-
sion to the high office of Speaker. I feel
from my knowledge of you az a ecitizen of
Western Australia and a member of long
standing in this House that you will fill
the position with eredit to vourself and
distinction to the House. I am delighted
to be in this Chamber to-night as the re-
presentative of a party which stands for
all seetions of the people of this State. It
is from that pedestal [ intend to make a
few observations upun the political situa-
tion as it appeals to me. I wish to make
reference to one or two things that bave
tickled my sense of lunour when listening
to the speeches that have been delivered
on the Address-in-reply. Some members
opposite haye told ns that the Government
are in occupation of these benches hy
virtue of the promises they made at the
general elections. 1 do not think that is
su. I feel certain that the writings were
on the wail several months before the elec-
tiens, indieating that the Labour Govern-
ment was to go out of office. It was not
the promises nade on the hustings that
brought about the change. It ywas the
summing up of the work done by those in
oifice during the preceding years that af-
teeted the situation. The people weighed
it up in their minds months bhefore the
eleetions and reeorded their votes accord-
ingly. As a rule, the electors do not be-
lieve the promises made at election time.

Mr. Wilson: They would be fools if
they did.
Mr. WELLS: 1t is a reflection on the

good sense of the electors to-say that the
Government were veturned becanse of the
promises made on the hustings.

Mr. Willecock: It is more a reflection
ot the people who broke their promises.

My, WELLS: I have a recollection of
# very prominent member who spent thou-
sands of pounds in telling the people of
the State that the Collier Government was
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the best, but the people did not believe it.
They do not pay a great deal of attention
to the promises thai are made at such
iimes, more particularly when the gondi-
tions that exist when sueh promises are
made are afterwards ltered in such a
complete manner.

Myr. Marshall: The conditions were al-
tered immediately.

Mr. WELLS : 1t should be the provinee of
every new member, until he finds his feet,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest.
If 1 were ecompelled to swallow all the
vaporings I have heard in this House in
the last few days 1 should have an attack
of indigestion.

Hon. P. Collier: You are looking for
trouble as a new member if you talk about
the vaporings of older members.

Mr. WELLS: That which troubles me
more than the speeches of members is the
position of the State, the present depres-
sion and the financial outlook. One of the
great causes of the position is that we are
attached to the Federation. In itself{ Fed-
eration is a wonderful ideal and a dream.
As Western. Australians, however, we are
suffering considerably because we are one
of the States of the Commonwealth. We
have to put up with the extravagance that
is going on in the Federal arena where
there is so muech duplication in depart-
ments, high tariffs, bonuzes and other
things to which we as a small and distant
State have to pay our quota. The pre-
sent Federal system is one of the greatest
hindrances to the progress of Western Aus-
tralia. In our Federation we have at-
tempted to run before we can walk. We
were not sufficiently advaneed to enter into
that great scheme. It would be a good
thing if some providential influence came
along and put the whole scheme to sleep
for 100 vears. Prohably at the end of that
time Western Australia and the smaller
States would be in a position to cope with
the extravagant demwands of the Fed-
cral Government. To a large extent,
in my opinion, the present position
has heen hrought about by the ex-
travagance of the people of the Com-
monwealth, including Western Australia.
During the last six or seven vears we have
had o roy¥al spending time. T acknowledge
that the Government and the people had
one ereat idea in view, that of making this
conntry one of the hest in the world for
those dwelling therein. Such an ambition
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is laudable. In endeavouring to realise it,
however, they have spent millions on extra-
vagance and luxuries. Fine houses have
heen built, and fine motor ecars have been
bought. Hundreds of thousands of pounds
have heen sent to Ameriea which it would
have been far more advantageous to spend
in developing our State. The Government
have under consideration tnxes on some of
the things to whieh [ am alluding. In my
opinion that is wise. A man who ean afford
to pay 8s. or 10s. to take himself and his
family to the talkies, can spare a shilling
or two to meet the necessities of those out
of work. The same remark applies to the
man who ecan afford to go to the races or
a football match. I am not deprecating
sport, but am urging that those who are
able to indulge in it should pay their quota
towards the support of men out of work.

Mr. Wilson: What about the man who
is too mean to spend anything?

Mr. WELLS: We have been proceeding
on wrong lines. We have overlooked the
fundamental prineiple that must enter into
@very undertaking, into the management
of & country just as inte the management
of a Dblacksmith’s shop—the neecessity for
proceeding on sound business lines. Other-
wise such a condition as that in which West-
ern Awustralia now finds itself becomes in-
evitable sooner or later. By tribunals we
have regulated the hours which men shall
work, and the amount of money they shall
be paid in retorn for those hours; but we
have forgotten the all-important matter of
regulating the amount of work to be given
during the hours specified. That is one
reason why Western Australia is up against
a fluancial and industrial depression. The
member for Hannans (Mr, Munsie) during
his speech last night mentioned a promise
which he said had been made by me on the
hustings at, I think, Como, with regard to
the conditions of the workers of this State.
I resnember heing asked only one guestion
in that connection, and that had reference
to the 44-hour weck. An elector asked me
whether T was in favour of reverfing to
the 48-hour week, and I replied distinctly
in the nezative, but added that I thought
we could reasonably expect to get u little
more work done during the 44 hours. The
question as quoted by the member for Han-
nans roay have been put to me, and I may
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have said that I would not be a party to
interfering with the econditions of the
workers. If the matter had been mentioned
to me, I certainly would have replied that
I was not in favour of interfering with those
conditions. At the present juneture, how-
ever, we are all ealled upon to make saeri-
fices more or less. 1 hold that the sacrifices
should be more in the case of the men earn-
ing big incomes, and that as the amount of
income decreases, the saerifices should be
almost wiped out.

Mr. Marshall : But you have started at the
wrong end.

Mr. WELLS: I consider that the man
who earns the largest income is the man to
he called upon te make the biggest sacri-
fice.

Hon. P. Collier: But last night you voted
for starting on the man at the other end;
you started at the bottom.

Mr. WELLS: It is not the poliey of the
Government to interfere with the conditions
of the worker to any extent. When the
Budget is brought down we shall learn what
the Government intend to do as regards
that parficular guestion.

Mr, McCallum: We know already.

Mr. WELLS : Any member on either side
of the House would be perfectly justified
in making the declarations attributed to
me. However, it cannot be denied that sinee
then econditions have altered entirely, that
altogether a new set of eonditions has arisen,
and that those new conditions have to be
met in a new way. T am pleased to learn
from to-day’s newspaper that the rea-
sonable and rational workers of Western
Australia are realising that fact. Having
listened to one or two speakers last night,
I am convinced that the leaders of the work-
ers are out of step with the bulk of the
workers in this State. The men themselves
realise the extraordinary ecircumstances, the
financial and industrial depression, and are
quite prepared to make some sacrifices in
order to help in retrieving the State from
_ that sitnation.

Mr. MeCallum: With the sack hanging
over every one of them.

Mr. WELLS: No.

Mr. MeCallum: Yes. Every one of them
is threatened with the sack.

Mr. WELLS: I say they are willing to
acept those sacrifices, and 1 believe the
sucritices are not such as will absolutely im-
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poverish. Tt has been stated that members
on this side said the financial depression
had largely resulted from the maladministra-
tion of the previous Government. I desire
to refer to the administration of the previous
Government as regards only one department,
the railways. The figures published this
morning show that during the past year
passenger carnings have decreased by
£52,000, and goods earnings by £93,000.
YWhen motor transport came into being, a
few vears ago, very liltle action was taken
to prevent it from establishing itself. There
was some harassing of the motor people in

.an endeavour to force them off the road,

but no definite steps were taken to counter
their eompetition. If there is opposition
to an established business, the first thing
its proprietor does is to paint up his win-
dows, brush up his stock, and if necessary
reduce prices somewhat, so as to popularise
his business in the eves of customers. The
Railway Department should have adopted
that course, thereby making the rallways
more popular., They did almost the opposita,
Where four trains were running, one was
cut out; and husiness was simply thrown
into the hands of the motor competitors.
The same thing apphes to motor trans-
port on main roads. Competitiou has grad-
ually crept in there, and I think the pre-
vious Government were lax in not mpping
it in the bud.

Mr. McCallum: Do you know how many
regulations on that sabject your friends in
the Upper House disallowed when we tried
to control that competition? The Govern-
ment made the attempt, but the Upper House
disallowed the regualations, and some of
your friends sitting beside you praised that
Chamber for doing so.

Mr. WELLS: Motor traffic on the roads
has taken nil the plums, leaving the rail-
ways to carry huge, cumbersome freighis on
which there is very little profit. A revision
ol railway freights and charges is therefore
desirable. The service should be popularised
with the people of the country districts, so
that they would use the railways rather than
motor lorries. Take the case of a man at
Merredin or Bruce Rock.  Suppose he
wants a 5-ton truck to eonvey goods from
Fremantle or Perth, He puts in a ton or
half a ton of potatoes, half & ton of onions,
so much jam, and zo much sugar; and each
commodity is taken at a different rate. The
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potato rate may be 5s. or 10s. per ton. If
the consignment includes 14 lbs. of pepper,
that will be charged at about 25s. per ton.
Country residents would be attracted to the
railways if they were allowed to load a five
or six-ton truck at a flat rate. If a motor
takes a load of goods from the metropolitan
area to, say, Merredin, the goods are com-
veyed at a flat rate. I believe that if the
Railway Department would adopt the same
system, they would regain a great deal of the
business they have lost during the last few
years,

Mr. Willeoek: Bring everything down
and put nothing up!

Mr, WELLS: At present the Railway
Department are losing traffie, and conse-
guently have to put men off. It is simply
a matter of business; eonditions have to be
improved in order that trade may be brought
back to the Railway Department. Then
things will improve all round.

The Minister for Railways: Of course one
cannot take a railway truek into a shop.

Mr. WELLS: I agree.

Mr. McCallum: When farmers want
super carried, they go to the Railway De-
partment.

Mr. WELLS: Super, unfortunately, ap-
pears to be about the only thing the rail-

ways are carrying just now,  Another
matter I desire to mention is the State
trading concerns. It is time the Gov-

ernment of Western Austalia got rid of those
cumbersome undertakings. Two have been
mentioned to-night—the Wyndham Meat
Works and the State Shipping Service. I
suggest that if the Government are hard up
for a few thousand pounds to earry on de-
velopment work, they might well sell the
State hotels, for which they would probably
get £80,000 or £100,000 in cash. The State
hotels are the only trading coneern, per-
haps, for whieh cash could be obtained.

Mr. Coverley: What should the Govern-
ment do with the meat works?

Mr. Marshall: What about the railways?
Why not sell them? They are a failing
coneern in competition with private enter-
prise.

Mr. WELLS: There are dozens of people
who would put money into private enter-
prise here, but quite naturally they will not
invest their eapital in eompetition with eon.
cerns run by the State. Such concerns
nlways have the revenue of the State he.

[ASSEMBLY.]

hind them, the poor taxpayer being called
upon to make up any deficieney.

Mr. Marshall: That is quite unirne as re-
gards the aggregate.

Mr. WELLS: If we can get rid of the
State trading conecerns and abolish this un-
fair competition, we will get enterprising
men to open up industries here that will
benefit the State far more than the trading
concerns possibly could do. The Minister
for Ratlways perhaps knows more abount the
State trading concerns than anyone else in
this Chamber, and he would probably tell
us, as we understand it ourselves, that those
coneerns were principally started for the
purpose of reducing the prices of commodi-
ties. To a large extent they have not done
that at all.

Mr. Marshall: T suggest that you eannot
prove that statement.

Mr. WELLS: What about the State Saw-
mills?

Mr. Marshall: You make rambling state-
ments, withont giving any facts!

Mr. WELLS: There are a lot of ramb-
lers in this House. The State Sawmills
joined the combine, and up went the price
of timber.

Mr. MeCallum: How long have the saw-
mills been in the ¢ombine? You are talk-
ing of something about which you do not
know the faects.

Mr. Marsholl: Yes, trv some anciioneer-
ing down there!

Mr. WELLS: A man would not make
mueh commission out of it if he put von
up!

The Minister for Railways:
that is a rambling statement.

Mr. WELLS: I am a new member, and
I am not accustomed to these interjections.
I am merely giving my views.

AMr, MeCallum: Why do you not get the
faets before you speak?

Mr, Marshall: One would think you were
~elling a lot of little toys in a shop.

Mr. WELLS: T have listened to a nnm-
her of speakers, and not all of them have
confined themselves to faets.

Mr. Wilson: Well, why don’t you do sof

Mr. WELLS: If the State trading eon-
cerns wore dope away with, it wonld mive
private enterprise & chance to step in
and ecarry on wmore saccessfully,  As
a help out of our present diffi-
enlties, T appeal to the people to sup-
port, in every possible way, the con-

I suppose
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sumpnon of local products. The member for
Hunnans (Mr. Munsie) wmade reference to
the Albany Woollen alills, The difficulty
is not so much on account of the price, but
avises from the fact that the Albany lines
are not stocked. A couple of months apgo
I visited some shops in the city for ibe
purpose of having s suit made from Albany
cloth., One retailer I spoke to did not have
a roll in bhis shop.

Mr. Wansbrough: You give me your
order, and I will have it attended to.

Mr. WELLS: I went to another large
shop for the same purpose.

The Minister for Mines: Anyhow you
would not be able to get it in Albany.

Mr. Wansbrough: Yes, you would.

The Minister for Railways: No fear.

Mr. WELLS: I went to a warehouse and
made the same inquiry. The Albany cloth
was stocked, but it was bidden away in an
obscure corner. In both the retail sheps
and the warehouse those 1 spoke to depreci-
ated the local cloth.

Mr. Wansbrough: And 90 per cent. of
the people in Perth are wearing it, but do
not know it.

Mr. WELLS: 1 insisted upon getting it
and eventually had a suit made from Albany
cloth. I am wearing it now, and it will
compare favourably with eloth procured
in any other part of the world. As citizens
of Western Australia, we should insist npon
procuring loeal commodities, and should see
to it that the loeal retail shops and others
liave supplies availahle.

Myr. Munsie: We should not have to pay
17s. 6d. a yard for what is sold at 7s. 3d.
per vard at the Albany mill.

Mr, WELLS: I am quite aware of that,

The Minister for Railways: At any rate,
the money is kept here.

Mr, WET.LS: Western Australiang should
do their utmost to encourage local industry
and wherever possible we should insist un
procuring local goods. If we could stem
the flow of £10,000,000 that goes out of
Western Australian to the Eastern States
for the purchase of goods manufactured
there, it wonld do a lot to help the unem-
ployed in our midst. I wish to refer to ona
or two matters of importance to my elee-
torate. On the borders of the Canning elee-
torate there is the Causeway, and something
ghould be done to effect an improvemeni
there at an early date. I realise that the

f12}
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construction of a new causeway dovetails in
with the large reclamation scheme for the
river, and perbaps the time is not oppor-
tune to ask for the consfruection of a new
causeway. On the other band, if the pre-
sent narrow 3ft. patbway used by pedes-
trians were to he linked up with the road-
way by the removal of the railing, and a
small footpath built outrigger-fashion at
the side for pedestrians, the Causeway
would then be much safer for vehicles and
for pedestrians as well. Then there is the
Canping Weir upon which some hundreds
of pounds were spent in order to prevent
the tidal waters spreading over the low-
lying land. Under existing conditions the
salt water percolates through the weir, and
the money spent to date has practically been
lost. With the expenditure of a few hund.
red pounds, 1 believe the weir could be mada
watertight aud then people who own swamp
land for summer cnliivation eculd carry on.
Last year a number of people had to vacats
their blocks because of the inroads of salt
water.

Mr. Sampson: That has spoiled a lot of
good land.

Mr. WELLS: Yes, and a few hundred
pounds would prevent that. Another mat-
ter of importanee to the people of the
Canning electorate is the provision of a
ferry hoat on the South Perth service, I
understand that new engines were landed
just reeently and if possible the Government
should construet an additional ferry boai
necessary for the serviee.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What, continue State
trading!

Mr. WELLS: I would prefer to have
the boat built by private enterprise and if
the ferries were ran privately, I think it
would be beneficial ta the people, and a bet-
ter service would be provided. Regarding
the position confronting the State in gene-
ral, there is a silver lining to the olond.
Western Australia is in the happy position
of being one of the finest States in the Com-
monwealth. Her mineral wealth is probably
as great to-day as it was 25 or 30 years
ago, and if a little money were spent on
prospecting in the goldfields areas, new
fields might be opened up. Then we have
bundreds of thousands of aeres of fertile
land that has merely to be scratehed to
barst forth mto produetivity.
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Mr. Wilson: Don't you believe it!

Mr. WELLS: If every section of the
community were, for the time being at any
rate, to sink all party differences and pull
together, we would soon be out of our
trouble. The old ear of State is resting in
the rut, and it behoves each one of us to
pull together and lift her on to the road
again, If we do that, in a few years we
shall be on the high road to prosperity, with
work for all and a happy, prosperous
people.

On moticn by Mr. Sleeman, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 940 pm.

Acgistative Council,

Tuesday, 9th September, 1930,
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Address-ln reply, ninth day e A04

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE SAWMILLS.
Unsold timber and charges paid.

Hon. G. W, MILES asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, In con-
nection with the State Sawmill=. what is th.
quantity of {a) jarrah in loads; (b) karri
in loads unsold and/or on consignment in
the United Kingdom, India, Ceylon, New
Zealand, South Africa and the Eastern
States? 2, What amount has been paid on
above in railage charges and freights (a)
from mills, (b) harbour trust charges, (c)
sea freight, (d) handling charzes and duty,
if any, at destination? 3, Is it a faet that
some timber has been in New Zealand un-
sold for over two vears?

[COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR COUXNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied:

(1.} Total consignment stocks—Jarrah, 1,849 loads.

arr, 1,809 loads.
as under—
Jarrah, Earri,
1. Unlted Kingdom .. 40 B84
3. Ceylon 970 1,177
4. New Zealand
5. South Afriea ... .
8. XKastern States 830 548
Total ... 1,840 1,809
{li.) Bailag Har- Hand-
Frelght bour 8ea ling Duty.
Mills. Trust Frelght. Charges.
Charges.
£ £ £ £ £
1, United
Kingdom 250 37 384 155
2. Tadla ...
8. Ceylon 3,156 877 4,312 1,887 65!
4. New Zep:
lood
5. South Af
riea .
6. Eastern
States 1,860 241 3,100 1,206 .
£5,275 656 7,798 3,248 85!
Gramt Tota) ... ... £17,832

{lil.) No. Timber to New Zealnnd iz sold f.0.b.

Groceries for Strikers,

Hon. G, W. MILES asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, Did the
State Sawmills’ stores at Holyoake supplsy
croceries to men on strike at Port’s mil
daring 1929 and 1930? 2, Did the ther
Minister for Works give instructions thai
these stores were to be supplied? 3, Ha:
pavment heen received for these stores?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, No. Store
were suopplied to Timber Workers’ Union
2, No. 3, Yes, prompily.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY,
Ninth Day.
Debate resmined from 4th September,

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [1.36]:
In addressing myrelf to the motion before
the Chair I should like to add my felicita-
tions to wou, Sir, on having been grantec
the high honour of being elected a knighi
of the Empire, an honour which I think al
members of the House will agree with me ir
saying hns fallen to one who well deserve:
the dignity. Since last session we have had
elections, and I wish to extend a welcoms
to the new members and to econgratulate



